The Merry go-round, a novel by W. Somerset Maugham, has the strange familiarity of those novels that are based on people one knows. The characters are shown in such a realistic human form, that one has the sensation that they are based on someone existing. From the Dean of Canterbury who appears somberly aristocratic, to the enthused and poetical young man named Herbert, the characters are intermingle into creating situations that are common after a century of the Edwardian period. The elitist values that are subtly criticized through the happenings in the novel, are believed to be so true as to be connected to morality, and such actions as marrying a woman from a lower class are viewed as an atrocity and an affront to their nobility. While this is true, it also evident that Maugham recreates more rational character, which are shown as cunning and modern people, that have a social renovating air. Through their nobility and simplicity, modern values are exalted as pertinent for a pleasurable and well lived life. The pragmatism and rationality in some characters reveal them as socially free, capable of molding their own thoughts. Maugham seeks to excel in creating the sentimental, but rather truthful, conception that happiness is only achieved through obeying your heart’s passions and acting only according to ones will.         
