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This existentialist play by Jean Paul Sartre tries to convey the idea that Hell is not as the Catholic Church and religious fanatics have tried to portray, instead it offers the idea that Hell is other people’s company. Sartre tries to emphasize two of his philosophical ideas in this play, the first being that human beings are defined by the sum of all their actions and the second that other humans can reflect our darkest secrets for a whole eternity after they have seen them and seen who we really are. 

In stage the play must be acted in a very minimalist scenario since there are not very much props mentioned in the book. The setting is a big room, with three couches and one table in the middle with a bronze sculpture on top of it. Garcin comes into this room following a valet who indicates him that he is to wait here without sleep for the rest of eternity in the companion of Inez and Estelle who later arrive to the setting. From that point on the three characters interact with each other telling the story of why they are in hell and then ending up in a dramatic trauma in which they are all miserable and are destined to be this way for the rest of eternity. The play is in an overall view very simplistic, it is written in a one act manner with very simple dialogue and an easy to follow structure and offers the viewer/reader time to reflect on the incredible insights that can come out of it. 

The general idea of the play, synthesizing it a lot and leaving some important factors out, is that Hell includes no torture chambers, fire or anything of that sort. Hell consists plainly of two other human companions which will alone take care of making eternity a torture for however has to endure them and for themselves. This claim that Sartre makes on the distressing relationships that human beings have with one another and how the anguish of having to deal with another specimen of our own race is proper of the existentialist movement of which he was part, and if anyone should desire to explore this current of ideas closely to watch this play is not a bad idea. The play is enjoyable to read, gives any analytic reader a handful of controversial and brutal themes to reflect on and will probably leave no reader unsatisfied, at least in a philosophical level.
