Book Reviews

Book Review 1: “Of Human Bondage” by W. Somerset Maugham


The book Of Human Bondage by the author W. Somerset Maugham, shows the story of Phillip, a character who experiences a lot of difficult situations and has to overcome many obstacles, in the way from his childhood to adulthood and finding what he really desires.  Phillip is a perfect symbol of perseverance. The fact that he has a club-foot not only limits Phillip physically, but also limits him in his relationship with the people that surround him, as the society Maugham’s show is superficial and prejudicial, excluding Phillip for his deformity. Not only this, but Phillip tends to exclude himself as his club-foot produces him insecurities, and he has difficulties trying to approach people. However, as Phillip grows older he is able to accept who he is, and his deformity, becoming a better person, more sure of himself and of his capacities. Phillip can also be considered a symbol of perseverance because he makes a lot of mistakes in the way to find his own goal and achieve it, nonetheless in the end he is able to overcome those mistakes and accomplish his objective. Phillip makes the huge mistake of trying to achieve other people’s goals, including, going to Germany like his friend at school, going to study art in France like one of the friends he met in Germany, and since these weren’t really his goals, meaning they weren’t really what he wanted, Phillip failed in the process of achieving each one of them. However, all the errors he made, and all the difficulties he went through in the process of accomplishing objectives that were not his, taught him a lesson, and he in the end he was able to establish his own goal and attain it. Phillip is a great character as the readers, specifically teenagers can relate to him. Teenagers are in the process of discovering what they want, and have a great fear of making mistakes and failing. However in Of human Bondage, Maugham shows how this mistakes are not equal to failure, but to success as eventually like Phillip, one can achieve ones goal.    
