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Summer Book Review – Persuasion by Jane Austen 

Jane Austen’s Persuasion is a novel of reconciliation of struggle between rationality and romance. Austen writes with her familiar dry wit and once more beautifully draws characters to satirize aspects of the social epoch. In this novel, Austen manages to entertain without actually creating an atmosphere for questioning the reader’s own beliefs, or engrossing the reader in the plot, for that matter. Persuasion is clearly not a remarkable novel for the plot is obvious from the beginning, the characters are plagued with monotony and the theme is already common of the author. 
 
The novel focuses on the regret and loneliness of Anne Elliot, after she rejected a proposal of marriage from the one man she truly loves because she was persuaded by her family and friends against the match. The story takes place less than a decade after the proposal, when she has lost her bloom of youth and her family is close to bankruptcy. Captain Wentworth, Anne’s long-time love, has made a fortune by fighting in the Napoleonic Wars and is now looking for a wife. They meet again in the house of Anne’s brother-in-law, where Captain Wentworth has been invited to stay, and she starts pining for him, ambivalent of whether or not to try and rekindle their love. The novel continues as Anne tries to gather courage to fight her fears and stand up for her beliefs and her freedom against her misjudging family. From the first pages it is clear the novel will be fairly simple and straight forward, with little twists or turns to surprise the reader. In general, there is no astonishing subplot, no element of suspense. The plot is similar to the character delineation; weak and childish. Anne is insecure regarding Captain Wentworth and the plot is timid of exploiting potential scenes of climax.


Overall, the characters in Persuasion are simple stereotypes. Readers encounter Mr. Elliot, a proud aristocrat that finds himself bankrupt after years of unwise spending to sponsor his capricious ego; Mary, the whimsical younger sister, obnoxious and quick of judgment; Captain Wentworth, a brave, impetuous young man, who still suffers from Anne’s unrequited love and unconsciously desires it once more. Anne Elliot is herself, a quiet heroine undervalued by the rest of the characters, and represents piously the morals and goodness all women must have; but she is crippled by her insecurity as she lives in solitude. The characters are occasionally three dimensional and adopt complex human emotions or somewhat intriguing behaviors; nevertheless, the only characters that develop throughout the novel are the protagonist and her beloved captain. When the tortuous communication of the two finally ends, and they are frank to each other, these characters change light and seem human. In a few pages Austen manages to marvel the reader with the growth of Anne and Wentworth into timeless souls, but manages this too late. 

The novel’s themes are mostly unoriginal and common of Austen. Though revealed subtly and elegantly in dialogue, the writer once again addresses the danger women face in a limiting, class-based society. Once again Austen hints feminism and female strength. Once again she stresses on the vitality of men to adapt to change, to fight for their beliefs and to persevere in love. Once again she brings forth the irony of love, of very personal romance within a social context, all this developed through amusing coincidences and remarks. 

Ultimately, Persuasion is a good, “normal” book, though Austen is a master at romance and a world renowned classic writer, this novel lacks the originality, the provocative manner, psychological complexity, and the stirring “Je ne sais quoi” that engraves the work on the readers mind if not heart. It simply lacks the intellectual or emotional challenge common of Austen, and leaves the reader with a feeling of conformity.    
