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Book Review

Amazingly direct and a true representation of human behavior, Lorraine Hansberry’s play “A Raisin in the sun” has been able to portray the truth of black people’s lives in America. Readers notice that “A Raisin in the Sun” differs from its predecesors where it doesn’t get stuck describing the misfortunes and ill treatment towards black people but rather deeply investigates into the nature of family relationships and bonds. 

The Youngers, a name fit to describe the actually young black family of the play, are made up of Mama who’s the oldest member-only in her 60’s- and her two children and their family. The play enacts the struggle of a fresh and young family without the presence of a man as a head of family. The family is young and inexperienced, and as any young person they make mistakes and hurt each other, but finally they learn. Accordingly, younger family is shown trying to find its identity all through the drama.  

Through the play the reader is allowed to experience the recklessness which moves many of the characters and their own selfishness, which only makes them more human. It is perhaps the rawness of the characters that makes the play even more real and successful. “A Raisin in the Sun” becomes familiar ground not only for African American families during the fifties, but for any family in any generation that faces disparity. That is not to say that the play is a portrayal of family ties, because it has more literary and historical value than other commercial novels that don’t actually show the gruesomeness and sometimes inevitable chaos of human relationships. Through Walter, Mama’s son’s thoughtless behavior and the fact that he causes irreparable damage to the family is not in any way a beautified representation of human relationships. 

The bittersweet kind of fore ending represents real life in its core and demonstrates, between the references towards Africa with Benny the younger daughter’s dreams, their desire to find their own identity in a misshapen world and in their own wrecked family. Amidst the afro lingo and the innocence of young Travis juxtaposed to the corruptibility of the elders between a white society, an essence of innocence of the young is attributed to the Youngers which only helps to highlight the play as representative of the lives of raisins under the sun.
