Romeo and Juliet
by William Shakespeare
Romeo and Juliet is a story that deals with the impossible love between two adolescents that belong to rival families that are in a constant feud. They meet at the Capulet’s dance and get “hooked” on each other right away. Their passion is such that they decide to get married the next day in the presence of Friar Laurence personifying the true essence of “love at first sight”. However, a serious of unpleasant events occur, including the fact that shortly after the secret marriage Romeo kills Juliet’s cousin Tybalt for revenge and thus gets banished from Verona and sent to a close town called Mantua.  Another problem that arouses is the fact that Juliet’s parents want her to marry Paris, which is the ideal husband of their choice. This conflicts with everything because they are unaware that Juliet is married to Romeo and consequently this situation drives Juliet to seek the help of Friar Laurence which suggests that she take a potion that will simulate her death. Unfortunately, Romeo doesn’t receive the news that Juliet’s death is actually a scam, so he rushes to Verona and upon seeing her there, apparently dead he kills himself. When Juliet wakes up and sees this chaotic panorama she stabs herself and dies. The entire story concludes with the truce of both families by seeing what terrible harm their feud had caused. 


Romeo and Juliet is one, if not the most known plays in the world and this is evidenced through the numerous adaptations that have been made of it, including a popular motion picture directed by Baz Luhrman. It is a timeless piece of literature that serves as a common model for current works portraying the common theme of two star-crossed lovers that share an impossible and over passionate love. 


Even though it is a classic, in comparison to other novels and plays the main and best elaborated element is not the construction of the characters, for they are rather plain, it is the plot itself and the elements of the basic story line. As well, the story seems quite far-fetched because it is hard to imagine a love so strong and undying arousing from a single stare and just one day at a dance. This makes the reader analyze how times have changed and how young love in recent times is not exactly the personification of true romanticism. 
In conclusion, it is a play that should be read by everyone, not only because Shakespeare’s writing abilities are ageless and excruciatingly talented but because it is a classic that has entered into the realm of “common knowledge”. 
