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Critique of Kate Chopin’s novel  The Awakening 


I chose to read this novel knowing only that is was a “chick book”, as several classmates called it, that is was easy to read, and that is was short. When I finished reading it I found out that my classmates were right, as it is a book that deals with the “awakening” (how resourceful) of Edna, who has been subject to the submissive and degrading social standards of the 1800’s. Throughout the novel Edna is “awakened” as she realizes that her life lacks independence, freedom, emotions, self-control, etc. It is very interesting how similar Edna’s thoughts are to the women of today, the difference being that in the 1800’s these thoughts were not only unacceptable but thought of as demented, as Edna’s husband gets to the point of thinking she is crazy. Apart from this interesting theme, there is also a love story that develops throughout the novel, which was personally a motivating force to keep reading. In the end, I think that more than a short and easy to read book it is a novel that very vividly shows the struggle of women against the standards imposed by society, something that both men and women should know about. 

