1976.  The conflict created when the will of an individual opposes the will of the majority is the recurring theme of many novels, plays, and essays.  Select the work of an essayist who is in opposition to his or her society; or from a work of recognized literary merit, select a fictional character who is in opposition to his or her society.  In a critical essay, analyze the conflict and discuss the moral and ethical implications for both the individual and the society.  Do not summarize the plot or action of the work you choose.  


Self-discovery is a search that every person goes through, seeking the appropriate path in life that suits all needs and desires.  In The Awakening by Kate Chopin, the main character, Edna, creates conflict in the book when seeking self expression. Edna’s repressed life causes her to search for independence which has moral and ethical implications which affect her as well as the society that surrounds her.  


Throughout the novel, Edna Pontellier, the young Victorian woman living in New Orleans deals with a traditional society that causes her to repress her emotions.  Edna lives a conflict that most women in her epoch had to live through where independence was out of the question.  Edna’s conflict lies in her personal desires; she is to choose whether she prefers to stay in her repressed lifestyle, or to choose the path where her feelings could be expressed, in turn causing society to turn her back on her. Edna’s change of lifestyle is not socially acceptable, and in turn she goes against the moral and ethical boundaries in her society. 

The moral and ethical implications for Edna occur after she has acknowledged her feelings.  Her independence lies in the expression of her emotional and sexual desires, leading to making her ‘immoral’ according the society in which she lived.  The main character learns to express herself in different ways, forgetting the past lifestyle that she had lead with her husband Leonce and her children.  She first immorally learns to express herself, learning the ways of the Creole women who freely expressed their feelings and emotions.  This unethical form of expression trespasses the set boundaries of societal convention, creating a conflict where she is criticized by society in general for outrageously verbalizing her search for independence. This immoral act leads to her alienation from society, causing her to live a solitary lifestyle which is emphasized even more so as she immorally and unethically learns to express herself through passion and love.  Her act of adultery with Robert once again goes against the will of society, finally making her solitude a result of her liberated lifestyle. She is criticized once again by society, and is abandoned by the majority, including by Robert who feels that this act is unacceptable.  Edna’s moral and ethical values are unacceptable towards the society in which she is living in, causing her to be alienated by society, leading her to a solitary lifestyle.  

The moral and ethical values of society in general still lie within the repressed mode of living.  Society turns its back on Edna, considering that it is morally incorrect for her to seek such flamboyant independence.  It was considered morally correct for women to repress their feelings, making Edna look like a completely immoral character who crosses the limits of society.  The implication of her self expression causes first of all her husband to turn her back on her due to the importance he gives to social appearances and how little he knows about his own wife.  Most importantly is her adulterous relationship with Robert Lebrun.  Society’s moral and ethical boundaries implicate Robert to stay within society’s conventions and not follow his true feelings for Edna.  This once again, causes society and especially the men in Edna’s life to turn their back on her, causing her to be alienated and have to deal with a lonely life.

In Chopin’s novel, Edna is in opposition with her society, causing a major conflict between her feelings and her duties, as well as between her and society.  This  conflict leads her to be what is considered an immoral and unethical character according to the conventions of her society. In turn, Edna is alienated by society, causing her to live a solitary lifestyle due to her search for independence and freedom.  
