Book Review- The Awakening

Laura Albarracín

For those of you interest in feminist literature, Kate Chopin’s novel “The Awakening” is a plausible literary work to venture in. In its few pages, Chopin portrays the progressive awakening of a woman subject to the common societal behaviors of the time (1880´s) towards her desires of absolute freedom. In order to read a novel like “The Awakening” it is very recommendable that you have some degree of interest in feminist topics because often the novel lacks flow and action and you find yourself immersed in the characters sublime thoughts and feelings which can often become monotonous. Also, it is hard to connect to the feminist cause, which Chopin tries to create through the usage of her character Mrs. Pontellier, because often in the novel, she finds herself fighting against societal rules which women from our time have never come to experience. In a novel of this sort, which deals with societal impositions of a specific time period, it is hard to find a connection with the characters because they are perceived as creatures of times which we don’t know and can barely connect to our personal experiences. “The Awakening”, however, does offer exemplary use of language, diction and literary techniques which are vital in order to show the transformation of the character in a more subtle and poetical way. I found myself impressed various times, not so much by the story line of the novel, but by the symbols which Chopin uses in order to create mobility for her character. If you are interest in reading a novel of exquisite language, go ahead and read “The Awakening”, however, it is a novel that tends to be a little heavy when reading because its lacks action.       

