THE BLUEST EYE

Review


The Bluest Eye is a majestic piece written Ohio’s native, and Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison. Morrison uses her strong tie with the black community and complements it with oral tradition to produce her outstanding works. As youngster, Toni had to struggle within the racist society of Lorain Ohio; however this never stopped her from acquiring success and recognition. Morrison uses these past experiences to develop the stories within The Bluest Eye. 


The novel, narrates the story of an 11-year-old black girl called Pecola Breedlove, and her desperate will to get blue eyes. The story is told by Claudia MacTeer; the reader is guided through the girls’ memories as she recounts the events and the struggles of young Pecola. The novel opens up with a scene from Claudia and her sister, in which they discuss why the marigolds they had planted had not blossomed, however, the reader towards realizes and connects Pecola’s rape to the significance of the marigolds.  


Her series of events and struggles through the book lead her thoughts to develop and obsession over having blue eyes, since she considered that this would make people treat her differently, see her differently, even love her in her in a different manner. 

With the story, Morrison attempts to depict a key aspect  of the time which is racism. She does so in an outstanding manner, replacing whiteness as a synonym for beauty, and using factors from the society in which Pecola is placed. Throughout the Morison brings up a series of white women who appear on TV and whom many people idolize. Shirley Temple for instance or Greta Garbo and Ginger Rogers (these two Mr. Henry, an inmate in the MacTeer’s place, compares them with Claudia and Frieda) are American white women who are known all across the country are considered beautiful. In addition, the toy Claudia gets for Christmas and the candy, which Pecola buys at the store serve to support this high degree of racism, since the toy was presented all around as the best there was on the market and it was a white, blonde girl. The candy in the other hand presented a young white blue-eyed young girl in the wrapper. It is somewhat humoristic the fact that Pecola thinks that if she eats the candy she would turn into the little girl from the wrapper.  In synthesis, the media was bombarding people with this concept of beauty and whiteness, since movies mainly used blond and blue-eyed women as main characters, and even candies and toys were expressing this concept.  In addition the society in which Morrison places Pecola as it was mentions also helps to depict the prejudice of the time. It happened to Pecola that due to her skin tone and her lack of beauty many people turned to hostile towards her. in the store, or out in the streets she was victim of humiliation by many. These to aspect fused together help perfectly to fulfill Morrison’s goal. 

It is also important to denote Morrison’s writing skills. She is constantly playing with time; falling into different characters memories and presenting their whole background. However, thanks to the fluid and mind captivating writing style, the reader is able to follow the story easily. 


Morrison achieves a majestic piece not only by the way she states racism and how she draws back from her own struggles and puts them into the context of the book, but the way she writes each line and uses each word in a perfect way. 
