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The Bluest Eye-Book Review

The Bluest Eye is an intricately woven account of connections made between members of the Black community of Loraine, Ohio in the year 1940. The novel focuses on the perceptions of three young girls, Pecola, Claudia and Frieda as they encounter the race relations and divides of the period. There lives serve as a stark comparison between Black and White. The girls are taught to admire the white race, their parents gifting them with white baby dolls. A desire to embody the perfection of the White race is mixed with deep feelings of hate and fear.  


The novel is probably the most impacting work of literature based on Black circumstance that I have yet to come across. Toni Morrison proves unafraid to blatantly display social prejudices, in a voice that is painfully real and hateful all in one. She says the unspeakable, pushing the limits of the readers’ social conscious, forcing one to examine the human conscious. The fact that these young girls are forced into feeling so worthless by a society is the harshest element of all.

The Nobel Prize winning novel, The Bluest Eye, deserves every one of the accolades it has received. It forces one to go beyond the ideas of a society and explore ones ability to treat each human as an equal part deserving of equal opportunity in the world. It is sure to capture anyone’s attention and enable them to grow as a reader as well as a person.
