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The Crucible

The Crucible, one famed American playwright Arthur Miller’s most recognized works, reveals the traumatic and rash accusations resulting from the Salem Witch Trials.  The play, modeled on true events of the time, follows Abigail Williams into the chaos brought about by the sickness of the town reverend’s daughter Betty Parris.  The night before Parris fell ill the reverend catches Abigail, Betty and some of their young friends dancing in the woods with Tituba, a slave. Abigail, already having a bad reputation in the town due to the fact that she slept with a married man, is immediately blamed for the events believed to be caused by witchery. Through her others are blamed and connected to the art of witch craft and soon the entire town is up in hysterics, falsely accusing and later executing innocent people.

While the characters are not in fact based on real people, the events that occur in the play mirror real events which occurred in the Puritan settlement of Salem Massachusetts so many years ago. It is thought that Miller is also making a commentary on the events which were occurring during the time the play was written, The McCarthy Trials. As anti-communist feeling swept the country in the early 1950’s various Americans were deemed to be helping the Soviet Union in their quest for world dominance. By comparing these events Miller is demonstrating the harm that intolerance mixed with paranoia can bring to a community as well as a nation as a whole. 


Miller’s must read work is at once a lesson in history and behavior as well as a tale flooded with scandal that is sure to successfully keep live audiences and literary critics on their toes. 
