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     Camus’ “The Fall” is a book with an unusually high level of complexity, regardless of its length.  This is because of the perspective the book is written in, which is first person narrative, with a slight twist.  Even though the main character is telling his story to someone, this “someone” is never heard by the reader, because his words are omitted.  An effective way to spell this out is the following: try to understand completely a conversation between a child and his imaginary friend.  The imaginary friend never speaks, but what he says can nevertheless be deduced.  Now imagine a sophisticated and learned person such as Camus talking to his imaginary friend, and catch the gist of the conversation; it’s tough!  Still, the richness of the book lies in its seemingly harmless remarks, which are in fact very deep analysis of certain truths we all face and the way that it is delivered.
     We perceive the world through the main character’s eyes.  At first it can be deduced that the main character is a very kind and noble person, but by the end we are baffled by the evil inside him, while being in love with the character at the same time.  This isn’t a novel of transformation; it is of character discovery, because nothing changes, we just find the truth little by little.  This truth being discovered through the characters witty observations, such as: “You have noticed that there are people whose religion consists in forgiving all offenses, and who do in fact forgive them but never forget them?”  He swings and delivers deadly punches to the church and our culture.  Perhaps the most degrading yet perhaps, true statement (although metaphorical) about man may be the following: “I sometimes think of what future historians will say of us.  A single sentence will suffice for modern man: he fornicated and read the papers.”  Nobody is safe from Camus’ vigilant eyes.

      It is such deep analysis that makes this book worthwhile reading, that and the utter degree of eloquence displayed, eloquence that adds to the tone of sophistication to the main character, at first.  Camus manipulates our judgment through astounding usage of tonal variations, which are perceived by the reader in the word choice.

     The advantages of this book aren’t just the acquisition of higher vocabulary, or the remembrance of such awesome analyses and discovery that what we may perceive as right may be totally wrong, which are all worthwhile, but the fact that it makes for fun and interestingly “light” reading.
