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Societies have progress in time along with man and a context, but it seems as if the materialistic view of life has seemed to grow, even more with the arrival of a technological era where consumerism is first. We can see how important this superficial perspective in the play “The Importance of Being Earnest” by Oscar Wilde. In the play Wilde created certain characters that would have certain connections with stereotypes of the upper classes. In this case I am going to use Lady Bracknell as a perfect example of an upper class woman, interested in money and social status. 


Oscar Wilde shows Lady Bracknell as a wealthy woman with a high-class family background. Throughout the play she has different encounters where her blinded point of view is shown. In a part of the play, she encounters the engagement of her daughter, Ms. Fairfax, and protagonist, Jack Worthing. Her untrustworthy personality begins to question Worthing, to see if he is fit or meets the requirements of her family, not of Ms. Fairfax. At first it seems to go quite well, until she finds out that Worthing has unusual family background, Instantly, Lady Bracknell’s opinion of Worthing changes. In many other occasions in the play Lady Bracknell allows the reader to see until what extend will a person such as she will go to.    

This play is extremely significant to the history of hierarchical societies throughout history. It allows one to explore how serious this issue is and how people such as Lady Bracknell are bonded to their beliefs. This piece by Oscar Wilde is excellent not only full of literature but also of a never-ending critique to our social environment. 

