BOOK REVIEW

THE LADY OF THE CAMELLIES

The Lady of the Camellies was the first novel written by the son of the famous writer Alexander Dumas whose works include masterpieces such as The Three Musketeers and The Count of Montecristo.  Although Alexander Dumas Jr. is not as well known as his father, he is still considered to be one of France’s best playwriters yet to exist.

The Lady of the Camellies narrates the story of a middle class woman who wants to enjoy the pleasures and luxuries of life and to do so, she becomes a courtesan who happens to make men go crazy for her because of her exuberant beauty.  She meets a young Gentleman who is not extremely wealthy but still comes from a decent family and they both fall profoundly in love.  Like any good love story, their love is a forbidden one given the fact that she was a lady of the night and couldn’t be regarded as a prospect for a wife at the time, given the epoch’s social standards.

What is interesting about this novel is that aside from developing the love story, it gives great importance to the lifestyle of courtesans with its ups and downs unlike many novels of the time such as Balzac’s Father Goriot which barely touches the subject.  I am rather fond of learning about the experience of women who have been forced to become courtesans, or as the modern term goes; prostitutes, because of the impediments imposed to them by society both in modern and historic times, so I find this novel to incredibly amusing and educational.  
