The Merchant of Venice is not a play on anti-Semitism. It does, however, portray great differences between Christians and Jews, but only to serve a purpose that goes beyond religious differences. The growing middle class of Italy in the time period is gaining economic power with mercantilism. The role of woman is one of the strongest in any Shakespeare play, as the life of Antonio is saved from the evil clutches of the Jew Shylock by Portia and her nurse. On the other hand, men are played as fools because they are talked into breaking their promises, reveling how weak in spirit they really are. Antonio represents the moral values that the time period has left behind, and he is constant with his image all throughout the play. From this character we have the immortal words that portray the world as a stage and the men in it merely players, which adapts to the whole play. Most of the characters are fooled by situations that are deceiving, play roles that are not theirs, but portraying life as it is by doing so. There is also the choosing between three baskets of gold, silver and plain bronze, symbolizing our ingenuity in who we are and the choices that we make. Behind the baskets will there be the love of your life, or your image as a fool in the world. Choose wisely, or else… you walk through life deceived by appearances and shallow thoughts of glory. 
