Book reviews

Steven Nagy

August 22, 2004

AP-English

The Metamorphosis   

Unlike the previous book mentioned, The Metamorphosis is a book one can relate to. Everybody has had family issues at some point in their lives, some more than others. In this book, the main character awakens one day to find himself transformed into a hideous insect, an unattractive bug who people had trouble interacting with. His own family members quickly gained a disgust for him, though he was the financial provider for the family. Soon after his mutation he was excluded from their minds and from their hearts. They were more concerned of the economic kickback they had suffered than of the wellness of their own son. After losing the power to communicate, his relatives thought the worst of him. He lacked proper health from poor food and even physical harm from an apple stuck in his back thrown by his own father.  With his health deteriorating rapidly, he struggles for one last try of interacting with his family where he’s shushed back to where he came from. After finding him dead the next morning, his family decides to go for a peaceful walk like they accustomed to do a long time ago, forgetting about their deceased relative lying on the floor of his room.  Serving as a critique exposing the dehumanization of a capitalist society intrigues the reader into pondering the idea of how far is man kind actually from that way of behavior.  

