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Not a book to enjoy, devoir, laugh with or even buy; but definitively a masterpiece to remember. This is the best description for a novel like The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka: a masterpiece. As a result, whether you are a prominent English teacher at an Ivy League or a simple Colombian teenager in need for a book that will add something to your already rich life, this novel has always something to offer its readers.


Written in the most simple and blunt language, this book written by a petty German writer from Prague is capable of using narration to fulfill the ultimate existentialist arena. With a narrator intimately involved with the main character and a plot that can be easily used in a Spielberg movie, The Metamorphosis by Kafka has the capacity to move its readers with its absurdly frustrating scenes and symbolic material. With a transformation that signifies mankind’s empty, meaningless existence, this novel stands as the birth of modern literature, a literature that exalts such pragmatic and desolate feelings as bewilderment, nostalgia and harsh individuality.


This is the story of a bug that in spite of having the figure of a roach still has the mind and heart of a man. The question that arises then is: how many men outside this novel maintain the human form but develop a bug soul? Perhaps it is this reflection the most important legacy that this novella has to offer, a legacy that further on gives The Metamorphosis by Kafka the title of Masterpiece.

