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The Plague by Albert Camus is a work of art which allegorizes German occupation in France by describing war and its effects as those of plague in the novella. Probably the best post-war novel ever written, deals with a series of existentialist topics but in the end revives the faith in human beings which was lost after the war. Camus is a literary and philosophic genius who demonstrates it in this novel that not only tells a plot but in an entertaining and pleasurable text gets the reader to feel and get involved sentimentally with some of the characters. The book will seem interesting to everyone that reads it especially to those who like existentialism and are familiar with post-war novels, and the style in which Camus writes is amazing and captivating.


The plot starts to bloom when plague symptoms are detected in a made up town in North Africa called Oran. Dr. Rieux, the main character and the narrator as he confesses in the end to be, relates his thoughts and reflections about plague (war) and its devastating effects on the human psych. There are a variety of characters to represent every playing peace of war, there is a reverend to represent religion, Cottard a man who profits from plague and doesn’t want it to end, Grand who looses his mind in a level, Rambert who does anything he can to ignore the problem and leave until it hits him that it is impossible and Tarrou who does everything he can to fight plaque and make his town a livable setting. With the characters he creates, Camus revives a war with its different groups and their individual roles in the conflict, and with its surviving character he demonstrates, after narrating their thoughts and actions, how even after a life-taking humiliating and spirit diminishing event like war hope always exists and goodness in people is always to be found.

The Plague is a recommendable inspiring novel which should be read by schools and individuals as an analysis to war. Its approach to humanism and existentialist topics is incredible, and the manner in which it is written will please the most demanding readers. 

