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The Respectful Prostitute – Book Review

In the play "The Respectful Prostitute" Sartre shows the situation of American society of mid-nineteenth century. He creates the story of a negro who is being falsely accused of uncommitted crimes, and through the whole plot he emphasizes in the racism that characterized culture in that period. Moreover Sartre introduces a prostitute as the reader’s guide into the discovering of the real situation of society. This play is very controversial but definitely gives a clear depiction of how racist mentality had changed and contorted the concept of justice and fairness in the south of the States. It is very interesting to note how the evolution of the plot goes along with the explicit description of the conditions in which "blacks" were forced to live 

The story is basically about a negro who is being accused of having raped a prostitute. The accuse is false, ands the prostitute is aware that it was a white guy who had tried to importunate her. Nevertheless the prostitute is induced to sign a false statement in which she affirms that the black guy is guilty. At the end of the narration the prostitute changes her mind a protects the negro against officers who are searching to lynch him.

Although the plot seems to be plain and fairly simple, it is the message and the information that we acquire from all it’s details that really enrich it and make it worth a thorough analysis. This text is definitely an example of what racism caused beyond being an entertaining piece of literature that makes us separate from reality.  
