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Albert Camus’s novel The Stranger is a paradigm that portrays the existentialist principles of life and the world according to Camus. His philosophy of the absurd is based on the idea that we, as humans have a thirst or necessity for intelligibility and some sort of meaning within a place or time that offers you neither of them. This theory of his is explained in depth throughout the novel The Stranger via Meursault’s way of thinking.  


 The novel begins with Meursault’s mother’s death, while the book advances, he shows a lack of interest over anything that is supposed to matter, all he cares about is the fact that he cares about nothing or no one, or at least that is how he portrays himself.

  Even if Camus’s intention was not to sound cruel, he does show a degree of morbidity in the way he explains what Meursault felt over his mother’s death.  In the book, Meursault shows a contradiction, in a way, he appreciates his life and the fact that he is alive immensely, nonetheless he is fully conscious of the fact that he is going to die, whether it was by the guillotine he was sentenced to or by old age, which meant ultimately that his life had no meaning beyond the one he wanted it to have. 


In  conclusion, this is a book that must be read but with a certain pre-notion that it is not exactly a heartening nor warm tale, but rather sets a mood of in depth analysis towards the dark and enigmatic world of introspection and existentialistic questioning. 	
 


