The Things They Carried. By: Tim O’ Brien

The Vietnam based novel is less a novel and more like a journal in which the experiences of the author and his platoon are told. It is composed of twenty two short stories that account different anecdotes of war that do not necessarily talk about the confrontations between the US soldiers and the Vietcong but also tell small fragments and pieces of the lives of the a group of soldiers that became his friends during the war. The stories are written in an unrelated fashion that have no purpose or connection between one another (even though some do) but they serve a higher purpose and it is that of informing in a direct way what these young men were dealing with during the war and how they were unprepared for so many things. Finally, the purpose of the novel is to tell  how this experience haunted so many including the author for so long that the only way of dealing with this haunting past is by telling the story so that other might know what it was like.

This is an amazing novel written in the most beautiful and precise language a war novel can be written in. It is touching not because it is bloody and talks about the atrocities of war but because through the twenty two short stories included in the novel the reader can feel the intensity of war and see the different effects it had on the young men that were sent to fight at war and how this experience marked their lives forever and could never really be the same. It is not a war novel like any other I have read it has a more personal feeling to it and it gives a different perspective of what the Vietnam War was. It also evokes a feeling of melancholy and pondering on how we can’t really ever understand what happened or what it truly felt to fight that war. It is an excellent recommendation for an outside reading novel whether it is for reading during class or during your free and independent time.
