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It is difficult to put into two or three words what The Things They Carried is about because it is many things. In a way, the novel could be said to be a war story, or a set of  war stories, but what makes this novel stand out is that it transcends the typical way war stories are told. Throughout the novel, the narrator speaks of many themes and ideas directly as well as indirectly through his storytelling technique. This way, the author manages to speak of the difficulties that soldiers go through during the war, such as dealing with fear, death, guilt, memory, and longing, which not only portray how horrible and difficult war is but it builds a connection between the reader and the author because of the universality of the topics that he deals with. I personally enjoyed O’Brien’s philosophy of the “weight of memory”, of “[t]he [l]ives of the [d]ead”, and on the importance of storytelling because they were inspiring and unique. In a few words, the novel is about a boy (which has many similarities to O’Brien’s real life experience), that has to go to a war which he doesn’t believe in simply to show that he is not a coward. He then tells various stories about his experience in the Vietnam war as well as those of his partners, Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Ted Lavender, Dave Jensen, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Rat Kiley, and Kiowa. Many of the stories, though, extend to the aftershocks of the war that he and some of his friends have had to deal with. 

