                                              “We are sinners all alike”


           Sin has always been an inherent trait of human nature. True, some are stronger than others in resisting its temptation, but in the end, all are called upon its fiery trial. Throughout history, mankind has endured sin in various ways. At times it was believed to be the death of a soul; later years brought the possibility of forgiveness in its repentance; some were burned at the stake for their sins; others merely hid its ugly head beneath their dominance. In Nathaniel Hawthorne’s classic novel The Scarlet Letter, sin is portrayed amidst a Puritan society that lives by strict moral, religious and lawful rules, and one that despises those who dare transcend these. The novel tells the story of Hester, a woman condemned to wear her sin sewn onto her bosom. Charged with adultery, a scarlet letter in the form of an A is sewn onto her dress and she decides to live in a far off cottage with her daughter Pearl. As time goes by and Pearl begins to grow up, the similarities between the small child and the letter on her mother’s bosom become evident. Both Pearl and the Scarlet Letter share unique physical characteristics such as their form and general attire, their similarity and fondness towards light, and the splendor of their figure. As well, because they both reveal a hidden sin that is considered appalling and condemned to silence, Pearl and the bearer of the Scarlet Letter are rejected from society and forced to live in a world of their own where they consequently behave as outcasts. Finally, both Pearl and the Scarlet Letter, being equally tangible expressions of a sin, are what urge and question sinners – especially Hester and Dimsdale – to confess their offense and remain true to themselves and those around them, so that they can be at peace with their soul at last. Therefore, in the novel The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne, the character of Pearl symbolizes the scarlet letter because of her physical appearance, her position as an outcast in society, and her constant questioning of adult’s guilty consciences that finally urges them to remain true to themselves and those around them.

The character of Pearl symbolizes the Scarlet Letter because they share unique physical characteristics. When Hester Prynne is sent to the scaffold and exposed before the public eye, the Scarlet Letter is described as made of "fine red cloth surrounded with an elaborate embroidery and fantastic flourishes of gold thread” (Hawthorne, 50). As well, during this same occasion, its shape is described as one that is “artistically done” (Hawthorne, 50), thus portraying the scarlet letter as one that that shines out with fabulous fabric, shape and gold thread. In this same way, Pearl’s attire is described as being “distinguished by a fanciful…fantastic ingenuity…” (Hawthorne, 80), made with gold thread so that it “[shines] through the gorgeous robes” (Hawthorne, 86), and having no “physical defect. By its perfect shape, its vigor…” (Hawthorne, 86). Hence, it is clear that both Pearl and the Scarlet Letter share unique physical characteristics in their attire such as the fabulous fabric, the perfection of their shape and form and the gold thread used in the embroidery of their garments. As well, Pearl and the scarlet letter share a common fondness and similarity towards light. When Hester is sent back to prison after she refuses to confess her partner in sin, the public watches her descend back into the darkness of the prison, but “the scarlet letter [throws] a lurid gleam along the dark passageway of the interior.” (Hawthorne, 67) Likewise, light follows Pearl even within the dimness of the cottage, where “…there [is] an absolute center of radiance around her on the darksome cottage floor.” (Hawthorne, 86). Throughout the novel, light accompanies the presence of Pearl as well as that of the Scarlet Letter. When Hester takes the letter from her bosom and throws it beside the brook, it lays on the ground “glittering like a lost jewel…” (Hawthorne, 198), and when she places it back on her bosom once more on Pearl’s request, it rests “glittering on the old spot!” (Hawthorne, 207). During this same scene in the forest, Dimsdale describes Pearl amidst “a streak of sunshine” (Hawthorne, 200) and then she is distinguished as “a bright apparel vision in a sunbeam” (Hawthorne, 200). Therefore, it is evident that both the scarlet letter and the character of Pearl share a similarity with light as they both shine with a light of their own, and share a fondness for its presence. Finally, both Pearl and the Scarlet Letter share a common splendor in their figure; they are described as being peculiarly glamorous and fantastic in their features. The Scarlet Letter on Hester’s bosom as she stands on the scaffold is described as a one “which was of splendor and in accordance with the taste of the age” (Hawthorne, 51) and one that was “fantastically embroidered and illuminated upon her bosom.” (Hawthorne, 52). Similarly, Pearl’s features are described as being “so magnificent…” (Hawthorne, 86); features that stand out in every occasion because “such was the splendor of Pearl’s own proper beauty…which might have extinguished a paler loveliness…” (Hawthorne, 86). Thus, it is evident that both Pearl and the scarlet letter share fantastic features that are commonly described throughout the novel as being “splendorous”. Hence, it is evident that the character of Pearl symbolizes the scarlet letter because they share unique physical characteristics such as their form and attire, their similarity and fondness towards the light, and the splendor of their figure. 

Pearl is a symbol of the scarlet letter not only because they share unique physical characteristics, but also because they are both positioned as outcasts in society. Foremost, Pearl and the scarlet letter are both the product and the representation of a sin. Pearl, being the product, is “a lovely and immortal flower, out of the rank luxuriance of a guilty passion” (Hawthorne, 85), in the same way in which the scarlet letter, being the representation, is nothing but “a mark of shame upon her [Hester] bosom” (Hawthorne, 60). Bearing this in mind, it is no wonder that they find themselves forced to live in a world of their own and position themselves as outcasts before society. The scarlet letter singles Hester out since the day the public eye sets eyes on it, “it had the effect of a spell, taking her out of ordinary relations with humanity and enclosing her in a sphere all by herself” (Hawthorne, 52). Consequently, the bearer of the scarlet letter understands her destiny and the fact that she “[is] banished, and as much alone as if she inhabited another sphere” (Hawthorne, 81), being left with no choice but to retract and build a life far away from society. In this same way, Pearl, because of her unique and peculiar nature, embraces the fact that she is “born outcast of the infantile world” (Hawthorne, 90). Because Pearl has no choice but to live in a society that differs greatly from her own personality, and is rather of “the most intolerable blood that ever lived” (Hawthorne, 91), she develops an instinct towards “the destiny that had drawn an inviolable circle around her” (Hawthorne, 90), and the same that leads her to “never [create] a friend” (Hawthorne, 92). Thus, both the scarlet letter and Pearl develop amidst solitude and isolation; portraying themselves as individualistic and different to the common denominator. It is evident then that Pearl is a symbol of the scarlet letter because they are both set apart as the product and representation of an appalling sin, banished and rejected from society and forced to live in a world of their own where they position themselves as outcasts within society.      


The character of Pearl symbolizes the scarlet letter because they share unique physical characteristics, position themselves as outcasts within society, and because they both question adult’s guilty consciences and urge them to be true to themselves and those around them. Foremost, both are the tangible expressions of a sin; the scarlet letter is “a mark of shame” (Hawthorne, 60), while Pearl is referred to “as the living hieroglyphic, in which was revealed the secret…” (Hawthorne, 202). However, the pecualiar thing about this sin is that it is an obligatory secret, and both Hester and Dimsdale express their need to hide it throughout the novel. When Hester is first revealed to the public before the scaffold, her initial instinct is to clutch Pearl to her bosom, not as an act of motherly affection, but rather so that “she might thereby conceal a certain token[the scarlet letter], which was wrought or fastened into her dress.” (Hawthorne, 50). In a more apparent and persistent manner, Dimsdale attempts to hide his secret sin from the people and spend his life trying to ignore this, justifying his actions by convincing himself that “the heart, making itself guilty of such secrets, must perforce hold them, until the day when all things shall be revealed” (Hawthorne, 127). Despite both of these individual’s efforts to hide the darkness of their soul, the character of Pearl and the scarlet letter question their guilty consciences and urge them to remain true to themselves and those around them. On numerous occasions, Pearl asks her mother “what does this scarlet letter mean? – and why dost thou wear it on thy bosom?” (Hawthorne, 175), and her questions prove to be so insistent and alarming to Hester that she reaches the solemn conclusion that due to “Pearl’s inevitable tendency to hover about the enigma of the scarlet letter….she had entered upon this as her appointed mission” (Hawthorne, 176). In this way it is evident that Pearl, using the constant reminder of the scarlet letter sewn on Hester’s bosom, questions her mother in a way that forces Hester to think profoundly and question herself and her sin. In a similar manner, Pearl questions Dimsdale the night of his vigil as the three of them stand on the scaffold, asking him “wilt thou stand here with Mother and me, tomorrow noontide?” (Hawthorne, 149), urging him to look upon the scarlet letter and herself and remember his duty in confessing his sin publicly. In the end, because of the constant inquiries that Pearl and the scarlet letter bring about to Hester and Dimsdale, they accept their destiny rather than run from it, and remain true to themselves and those around them. Hester, after taking the scarlet letter off and believing she can be free, is forced to remain true to herself by Pearl’s insistence that she places the scarlet letter once more on her bosom, which she does by “[advancing] to the margin of the brook, [taking] up the scarlet letter, and [fastening] it again into her bosom” (Hawthorne, 207). Dimdsdale remains true to himself and those around when, urged by Pearl and the scarlet letter’s questioning, confesses his sin atop the scaffold and before the people. He asks Hester and Pearl to accompany him in the scaffold telling them “- for my own heavy sin and miserable agony – I withdrew myself from doing seven years ago, come hither now, and twine they strength about me!” (Hawthorne, 248). Therefore, it is evident that Pearl symbolizes the scarlet letter because both questions adult’s guilty consciences and urge them to be true to themselves and those around them.


In conclusion, in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel The Scarlet Letter, the character of Pearl symbolizes the scarlet letter because of her physical appearance, her position as an outcast in society, and her constant questioning of adult’s guilty consciences that finally urges them to remain true to themselves and those around them. Both Pearl and the scarlet letter are perfect in their shape, and their attire is made with similar materials such as gold thread in its embroidery, portraying unique physical characteristics that are common to them both. As well, they are both set apart from society because they represent an appalling sin, and thus they create a world of their own where they grow unique and different, consequently behaving as outcasts within society. Finally, Pearl and the scarlet letter question adult’s guilty consciences, especially that of Hester and Dimsdale, reminding them of a sin that is a secret and shouldn’t be, and thus urging Hester to wear the scarlet letter and Dimsdale to confess as an effort to remain true to themselves and those around them. 
In the end, sin remains a common trait to human nature. Individuals will sin whether they attempt to or not; the integrity of the matter lies in the person’s ability to face the actions with humbleness and honesty rather than lies and deceit. The act of sinning is like the act of lying: it catches up with the guilty; one can sin and remain silent, but what lingers as the truth is that “the pang of it will always be in [one’s] heart” (Hawthorne, 49). 

Bibliography  

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter. United States: Perma- Bound
Classics, 1988.

The essay is well written and intelligent.  You have some problems with leaving out the context for your quotes and some additional support in the first argument.  I’d like to see you go further the next time in terms of looking for a topic less obvious, one that challenges both you and the reader further. 
