How To Write an Essay

or

Comments on Papers

INTRODUCTION:  The following was originally designed to be used as a guide to understanding the comments given to you AFTER you had received back your first draft.  However, this guide can also be used to help you with writing the first draft.  This guide is arranged in comment order and does not follow any other structure.

1) INS - Introduction Not Structured correctly

Your introduction should begin with a broad opening statement of not more than two or three sentences.  It should introduce the topic in a general way.

“Romanticism was a cultural and literary movement characterized by freedom of form and spirit.”

The body of your introduction should introduce and define your argument topics.  You should explain the argument topics and definitions EXACTLY the same way that you will use them in the paper; however, you should use NO specific examples from the text in the introductory paragraph.  Your definitions should be decided AFTER you have done your research - let the book define your terms for you (DO NOT use a dictionary.).  You should have AT LEAST three argument topics and AT LEAST three definitions for each argument topic.

“Romance can be defined as a strong sense of beauty in the world.  A strong sense of beauty means that the author uses similes of nature.  It also means that there is pathetic fallacy used in the descriptions.  In addition, personification is used to create an effect.  Also supernatural occurrences are used to show that there is a strong sense of beauty.  Romance may also be described as a vivid imagination that can construct fantastic dream worlds.  A vivid imagination signifies the presence of symbolism in the work.  In addition, it also means the use of allegory.  Finally, it can also be taken to mean that there are nature-related fantasies used in the writing..................................................

Finally, the last sentence in your introduction should be your thesis statement.  Make sure it is specific and refers to the overall topic as well as the specific argument topics you plan on using in the paper.

Hence, The Scarlet Letter is a romance novel because it contains a strong sense of beauty in the world, a vivid imagination that can construct fantastic dream worlds, an interest in ancient legends and traditions, and a deep sympathy with obscure or humble people.

NOTE: You must continue to use the same wording throughout the course of the paper for your argument topics and your definitions.  

2) CNS - Conclusion Not Structured correctly

Your conclusion should begin with a restatement of your thesis.  This means to give your thesis again, attempting to use different wording (NOT WORDS), as well as listing your argument topics again.

Therefore, Because it contains the romantic characteristics of a strong sense of beauty in the world, a vivid imagination that can construct fantastic dream worlds, an interest in ancient legends and traditions, and a deep sympathy with obscure or humble people, The Scarlet Letter is a romance.

The body of the paragraph should summarize your arguments using the same definitions that you used in the introductory paragraph and throughout the paper.  You should consider giving one sentence of summary to each paragraph in the paper.  Unlike the introduction, however, you should refer to the book directly here but WITHOUT giving exact quotes.

A strong sense of beauty in the world meant that the author uses similes of nature, for example, when Pearl is described as a scarlet bird and Chillingworth is called a leech and a fiend.  It also meant that the author used pathetic fallacy, for instance, when Pearl was illuminated by the beam of light and when Hester removed the scarlet letter and the sun shone on her for the first time...........................................................

Remember that I will grade your paper right after reading your conclusion, so try to include your best support.

Finally, your paper should end with some sort of reflection, something of your own, a quote or comment, that will allow the reader to think further about the topic.

According to John Keats, “Truth is beauty and Beauty truth”, meaning that within romance there is a sense of beauty and therefore truth.  This is clearly expressed in the moral of the novel, “Be true, be true, be true...”, and is, in fact, the basis of many religions throughout the world.  In fact, Hinduism states that “Sa-cha-may Jay-ya-thi” meaning  that the truth will always triumph.

3) NFP - No First Person or SC - no Self Conscious

Never use first person in the paper, even in the quotes.  In addition, you should never use second person.

In The Scarlet Letter, we can clearly see.....

Therefore, you can observe how the author.....

Self Conscious means that you are referring to the process of writing the paper or talking directly to the reader.

This quote then refers to .....

The last characteristics of romance is clearly evident in the last quote mentioned.

The thesis of this paper is.....

This quote then refers to the fact that....

4) IQ - Integrate your Quotes or TM - Too Much quote

You need to integrate your quotes, make your quotes a part of the discussion.  

For example, DO NOT do this:

Destiny is predetermined by the gods; for Medea, her destiny was to lose everything that she had, her husband, her sons, and the respect of society.

“I tore my own heart and laughed: I was tearing yours...But Medea lies in the house, broken with pain and rage; she will neither eat nor drink, except her own tears; she turns her face towards the earth, remembering her father’s house and her native land, which she abandoned for the love of this man who now despises her.”

As you can see in the above, the discussion has been separated from the quote, AND the quote is way too long.  The reader is forced to look through the quote for pertinent information, OR the author is forced to use SC or FP (see above) in order to explain the quote.

DO this instead:

Pearl is compared to various things in nature.  Sometimes the author refers to her as an “elf child”(p.134), as well as the title to chapter 6, “The Elf Child and the Minister.”  Likewise, Hester says to Dimmesdale that Pearl “is a fitful and fantastic little elf sometimes.” (p. 176)  Pearl is also called a “wild flower” (p.81) and the governor thinks she looks like a “red rose ,..., judging from thy (Pearl’s) hue.”

NOTE: The quote might have to be modified in order to integrate it.  Please do it this way:

QUOTE: “Aye, for life never has led me then to shed my father’s blood.”

INTEGRATED: Medea feel that “life never has led (her) to shed (her) father’s blood.”

QUOTE: “I always work hard for my daily bread.”

INTEGRATED: He said the he “always work(s) hard for (his) daily bread.”

If you need to take a piece out of a quote, replace it with three dots ...

5) NT - Need Topic sentence or NC - Need Concluding sentence

Make sure that each and every paragraph of the body of your paper begins with a clear topic sentence.  This topic sentence should refer to the thesis, introduce the topic of your paragraph, and use some type of transition.

A second definition (transition) for strong sense of beauty (topic of main argument) in the romance (reference to thesis) is the author’s use of personification (introduce topic) in the novel.

As well, the very first paragraph in each argument should begin with a broad topic sentence, on that introduces the argument as a whole.

A strong sense of beauty in the world can clearly be seen in The Scarlet Letter.  NOW GIVE SPECIFIC TOPIC SENTENCE.

Make sure that each paragraph ends with a strong concluding sentence.  This sentence should include a transition, a reference to the thesis, and a brief summary of the topic of the paragraph..

Thus (transition), the presence of pathetic fallacy in the novel as seen through the use of light and dark (brief summary of topic of the paragraph) creates a strong sense of beauty in the novel and supports the thesis of a romance novel.

NOTE: Never begin or end a paragraph with a quote.

6) FN - missing footnote

You need to use footnotes for every quote, paraphrased piece of information, and/or idea that you take from another source.

Please use the following rules:

Following the quote, paraphrased information, or idea, for

Classroom Novels

(page #)

(45)

Classroom Plays

(page #, line #)
(45,32)

Outside Texts


(author’s last name, first initial, page #)









(Smith, G. 345)


PLUS a complete bibliography at the end for each listing.

The Bible


(chapter: verse #´s)
(46:23-24)

7) NS - Need Support

You need to make sure that every statement you make is supported from a primary (THE BOOK) or secondary (A CRITICISM) source.  You will need to decide how much support something needs.  If the majority of the people in the class would agree with a statement you make, then you need less support.  If what you are trying to say is obscure or very “disagreeable”, then you will need more support.  You know which opinions and comments are “shaky” and which are not.  

The following is really lacking in support:

In The Scarlet Letter , Pearl is seen as a little witch and all of the Puritans in town find her very strange.

Not only is there absolutely no support for Pearl being a witch, but also there is no support for ALL of the Puritans seeing her as very strange.

NOTE: Remember to integrate your quotes.

8) ND - Need Development or Discussion

You need to make sure that you fully discuss or develop each and every idea in your paper.  This includes not only your own basic ideas but also any support that you are using to support your ideas.  What might seem  obvious to you might not be that obvious to someone else.  Explain and explain until you have FULLY AND CLEARLY made your point.

The following example is seriously lacking in discussion and development:

Oedipus is overcome by such shame that he actually curses the day of his birth, “A curse upon the hand that ... Rescued me, gave me life!  Ah! Cruel was his pity!,/ Since had I died, so much / I had not harmed myself and all I love.” Oedipus is involved so much with his own self pity that he finds himself wishing he had never come into existence, thus cursing the person who had saved his tragic life.

NOTICE that not only is the quote not integrated but also there is much more going on here than the author has explained.  This is very poorly discussed.

Notice the complete discussion in the following.  Often redundancy and repetition can help you and your reader in clarifying a discussion.

During the forest scene, nature seems to have human characteristics.  For example, when Pearl was in the center of the light circle, “the light lingered about her, as if glad of such a playmate.” (157) Also, as Hester and Dimmesdale sat together on the trunk, “the boughs were tossing heavily” above their heads, while “one solemn old tree groaned dolefully to another”, as if they were “telling the sad story” of the pair that sat beneath them, again imbuing nature with human characteristics.

9) SOT - Stay On Topic

You need to make sure that everything that you write about within any one paragraph is related in some way to the topic of that paragraph.  Comments of staying on topic or staying on focus means that you have wandered from the topic OR that you have failed to fully show (through discussion or explanation) exactly how your statements relate to the topic.  In many cases problems with staying on topic are problems of BS.

The following is supposed to give support for  nature similes in The Scarlet Letter.  Notice how it wanders.

Chillingworth is referred to people in the town as a leach.  This means that he is a physician, but it also means that he is like the blood sucking worm that lives off another.  A connotation for leach is someone who clings to another to get what he can from them.  Since Chillingworth clings to Dimmesdale in order to get his revenge, he is called a leach.

Here, the author has included information about why Chillingworth is called a leech, which is not part of the topic (nature similes).  This paragraph is supposed to show ONLY how things in the book are related to nature NOT WHY.

10) ND - Need Development

You need to make sure that you have fully developed every point you are making.  If you see this comment, it means that the paragraph is too short and needs further development, discussion and support.

11) SS - Support doesn’t Support

All of your support needs to actually support your ideas or be explained well enough to show how it supports your topic.  Again, integrating quotes will help to eliminate the majority of these types of problems for you are forced to discuss the support and to show its relevance to the idea you are trying to prove.  Very often, problems of this sort seem to suggest that your support was not chosen well, and, in fact, could have been chosen randomly.

Notice how the quote in the following selection doesn’t really seem to deal with the idea its supposed to be proving; Perhaps with more explanation, the connection could be made clear, however...

(THIS PARAGRAPH IS SUPPOSED TO DEAL WITH HEROIC BOASTING)

Job argues with his friends saying that his suffering should not be happening to him; he thinks that God is unjust and unfair with him: “Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house.” (29:4)   He is very proud of his actions and doesn’t want to accept the reality “because I rescued the poor who cried for help and the fatherless who had none to assist him.” (29:12)

The first quote DOES NOT show how God is being unfair to Job, or even that Job believes that God is being unfair to him.  The second quote DOESN’T show that Job is proud of his actions and doesn’t want to accept reality.

The following selection is supposed to show how Medea loses everything she values.  Notice how the argument drifts away from the topic and doesn’t support or even really discuss the question of what Medea had lost.  Finally, you can see that the conclusion is definitely not based on the evidence given; in fact, the conclusion has not been proven.

Medea suffers because she loses everything she values.  She feels “pulled down” (99,298) by Jason.  He didn’t value the things that she did for him.  She “cheated her father for him” (98,296); she “poisoned the great serpent and got him the golden fleece” (98, 296); and she “fled with him and killed her brother.” (98, 296)  Medea suffers because Jason used her as an instrument.  She wants to “tear off the flesh and bones, naked bones,” (100,340) because that way she could get rid of everything that Jason once touched or used, to tear apart everything that caused her pain.  Even though she didn’t want it, she lost everything she valued, her dignity as a woman who had been used by her husband; her family and her children.

In this paragraph, the author talks about what Medea did for Jason, NOT about what Medea has lost and how it was valuable.  Media’s VALUABLE LOSSES are the topic of this paragraph.

12) NE - Need Explanation

You need to make sure that both your own ideas and your support is well enough  explained to show how each of your ideas ties into the topic of the paragraph and, therefore, the thesis; AND to show how each of your quotes proves your support.  Full explanation, which often involves redundancy and repetition, can avoid problems like staying on topic, support doesn’t support, etc.

13) UC or ?? - Unclear or Clarify

This comment means that I don’t understand what you are trying to say, to prove, etc.  It could refer to a particular sentence, idea, section, paragraph, etc.   In at least some cases, the problem is one with simple grammatical or second language errors.  The easiest solution to this problem is to explain  ad nauseum and PROOFREAD!

See the following example:

Medea got trapped by destiny because she had nearly taken his road, once nearly gone as crazy as he sounded.  It was so easy to get lost into details, to put off the most important things in life because she felt sure nothing could threaten a love so special and then discover one day that living itself had turned into a detail, and that in the process she’ve become a stranger to the one she loved most.
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

14)  SM - Same Comments

This comment means that you are making the same mistakes here as in a previous part of the paper.  Look at prior arguments for the specifics.

15)  Summary

Do not summarize the story or any elements of plot in the story.  You must always assume that in an academic paper, the reader has read the same material.  Give only as much "“summary" as you need to explain your point or to “set-up” the situation which you will use as support.  WHEN IN DOUBT, however, LEAVE IT OUT.  

16)  Weak

This means that you could go a lot further than you have.  You’ve been lazy!

17)  Don’t Personalize - don’t give personal comments

We have already talked about using first person or a self-conscious approach.  This comment in your paper means that you should not add your personal opinion in the paper.  For example, “This character trait of Hester makes her the most important character in the novel, “ or “I like Chillingworth best.”

This comment can also include being emotional or asking rhetorical questions.

Nothing that you do will change the way your life goes!!  What would you think if you knew that your future is already chosen and that it can’t be changed? (This is the opening to one essay.)

Finally, don’t use metaphors or clichés.

What one has said in a moment of pride may eventually turn into a nightmare of suffering.

All of Oedipus’ losses slapped him so cruelly like a cold splash of reality  in the face.

18)  Look Closer

This comment means that you have said something incorrect about a specific passage or idea in the story.

19)  Be Specific

This comment means that you have not gone into enough detail about the topic or that you have said something without giving the particulars.  Something is unclear and needs to be further specified.

Also, use complete names wherever possible in the paper.
20) Remember the Punctuation Rules

1. Use underlining (italics) for titles of books, plays, films, television programs, periodicals, works of art, long musical compositions, book length poems, etc.
2.  Use quotation marks to enclose titles of articles, short stories, essays, poems, songs, chapters, and other parts of books or periodicals.

3.  Use quotation marks to enclose a direct quotation - a person’s EXACT words.

4.  A direct quotation always begins with a capital letter when it is a complete sentence.



Hester said, “No one may remove this scarlet letter.”



Hester said that no one “may remove this scarlet letter.”

5.  A direct quotation is set off from the rest of the sentence by commas or by a question mark or an exclamation point.

6.  Other marks of punctuation when used with quotation marks are placed according to the following rules:

a)  Commas and periods are always placed inside quotation marks.

b)  Colons and semicolons are always placed outside closing quotation marks.
c)  Question marks and exclamation points are placed inside the closing quotation marks if the quotation is a question or an exclamation; otherwise, they are placed outside.
7.  All words having to do with God are capitalized.

21)  Throughout

This comment means that you need to double check your whole paper for this problem.  I will use this when I see a problem on page 6 that I’m not sure I noticed before as well as one that will continue.  For example, if you see FOOTNOTES THROUGHOUT noted in one place, you are missing footnotes not only in this particular place but also THROUGHOUT the paper.

22)  Don’s BS

I was in high school once, too.

23)  Transitional Phrases

Transitional expressions are words or phrases that show relationships between ideas, details, and examples in a paragraph.  Such expressions help tie together sentences, showing how one idea is related to the idea that comes before or after it.  As you learn to use transitional expressions, remember that each is appropriate for a particular kind of relationship.

Transitional Expressions that link similar ideas

again, also, for example, for instance, likewise, moreover, and another besides, furthermore, in addition, in a like manner, of course, similarly, too

Transitional Expressions that link ideas that are dissimilar or apparently contradictory

although, as if, but, conversely, even if, however, in spite of, instead, nevertheless, on the contrary, on the other hand, otherwise, provided that, still, yet

Transitional Expressions that indicate cause, purpose, or result

as, as a result, because, consequently, for, for this reason, hence, since, so, then, therefore, thus

Transitional Expressions that indicate time or position

above, across, afterward, around, at once, at the present time, before, beyond, eventually, finally, first, here, meanwhile, next, presently, thereafter, thereupon 
24) Finally

Now that I have given you a good example of an introductory and concluding paragraph, below, you will find an example of a good body paragraph.  Notice that it contains all that we have been talking about: topic and concluding sentences; full development; good examples; well-explained; integrated quotes; continuing reference to the topic; transitions; etc.

A strong sense of beauty in the world can be seen very clearly in The Scarlet Letter. As noted earlier, a strong sense of beauty means that the author uses similes of nature.  In the book, certain characters are compared to objects in nature.  Pearl, the little young girl, is compared to various things in nature.  Sometimes the author refers to her as an elf child, by giving titles to chapters, such as “The Elf-Child and The Minister.” (chapter 6)   Likewise, Hester says to Dimmesdale that, “ Our Pearl is a fitful and fantastic little elf sometimes.” (176)  Pearl is also called a “wild flower” (81) and the Governor calls her, “Pearl? … or Red Rose, at the very least, judging from thy hue.” (96)  Based on this red hue she possesses, other names such as Ruby and Coral (95) are also associated with her, which are all similes of nature.  As if that weren’t enough, Pearl is also considered by people in the story, as well as by the author, to resemble a light, little bird.  The old Mr. Wilson upon seeing the girl exclaims, “What little bird of scarlet plumage may this be?” (96)  And Hawthorne himself describes Pearl as “uneasy, fluttering up and down like a bird on the point of tasking flight.” (202)  Another character associated with objects in nature is Roger Chillingworth.  Chillingworth is referred to a leech (101) by the people in town as well as Hawthorne.  He also openly refers to himself as “a fiend” (148), in other words, an evil spirit in nature.  So Chillingworth is also associated with things in nature.  Thus, similes of nature are used by the author to describe characters and to create images, which, taken together, create a strong sense of beauty in the novel, one aspect of romance.
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