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The Research-Supported Essay of Literary Criticism


In many ways, this assignment is like the other essays you have written for this class:  close analyses of specific literary strategies in a work of literature.  What will be different for this project is that in addition to writing YOUR close analysis of specific literary and rhetorical strategies in the novel you choose, you will also read what literary scholars have written about that work.  You will take notes on what these scholars have written, and you will incorporate those ideas into your paper in support of what you write.  Modern Language Association (MLA) style will be followed for every step of this project.  The following is the schedule of due dates.  Please note them carefully—each step is worth significant points, and you will lose ten percent of the grade for every day that any of these assignments are late.

January 8
We will be in the NPCA library to begin research.

January 9
We will meet at the Gannon Library from 4 until 6 pm to continue research.  Bring a picture i.d. and $5 for a one-year Gannon library card.  The library is located between 6th and 7th on Sassafras Street.  We will meet in the Reference Room, on the main floor.

January 14
Five scholarly articles or books on your novel are due.  Articles must be printed out or copied; be sure to include all information necessary for bibliographic purposes.  We will begin instructions on how to complete a bibliography card for each source.  Two complete sets of bibliography cards are due at the end of this class period.

January 16
We will have instruction and practice on Annotated Bibliographies.  Annotated Bibliographies are due on January 22.

January 22
Annotated Bibliographies are due.  We will have instruction and practice on note taking.  Five note cards are due by the end of the class; a total of twenty-five note cards are due at the start of class on January 26.

January 26
Note card workshop continues.  All thirty-five note cards are due at the end of this class.

January 28
We will have instruction and practice on the Sentence Outline.

January 30
Sentence Outline workshop continues.  The outline is due on February 3.

February 3
Outlines are due.

February 18
First version is due.

March 16
Final version is due. 

(Over for information on project requirements)

Requirements are as follow:

3 x 5 inch lined index cards

4 x 6 lined index cards

Portfolios: an 8 ½ x 11 portfolio and a smaller one to hold bibliography and note cards

Current Erie Public Library Card

All parts of the assignment must be completed according to MLA style.

Bibliography and note cards must be completed in ink.

Maximum ten quote note cards, minimum twenty paraphrase cards, and from five to ten my idea cards.  A total of thirty-five note cards will be required.

The paper must be a minimum of five pages long, plus Works Cited and Works Consulted pages.

Point Values:

Five scholarly articles or books, 50 


General information from literary reference books such as Novels for Students, Magills, Masterplots, and Beachams or on-line sites such as the general, introductory sections for the Gale Group Contemporary Authors and Scribner Writers Series will not meet this requirement.  You must obtain complete, scholarly articles of literary criticism on that focus on your topic.  You may obtain your articles from collections of essays of literary criticism—such as the Bloom series, online databases that provide access to scholarly literary journals, and series of collected criticism such as Contemporary Literary Criticism and Twentieth Century Literary Criticism.

Two sets of bibliography cards, 100

Annotated Bibliography, 100

A minimum of 35 note cards, 175

Sentence Outline, 200

First Version, 200

Final Version 100

TOTAL POINTS: 925

