 Research-Supported Essay

Sentence Outline Paradigm

I.  Introduction 


A. 
Identify the title and author of the novel.

B.
In a sentence or two, discuss the novel’s place in the literary cannon—why is it considered to be a classic?  And discuss its most significant aspects.

C.
In a few sentences, establish the context of the topic of your essay.
D.
Conclude the introduction with your thesis statement.

II.  Body 
A.  Topic sentence identifying the first idea in support of your thesis.

1.  Support with a quote from your primary text; introduce the quote by explaining its context and identifying speaker(s) if necessary, and use parenthetical documentation to identify the page(s).

2.  Using a proper signal phrase, support with a paraphrase or quote from a secondary source.

3.  Using a proper signal phrase, support with a paraphrase or quote from another secondary source.

B.  Topic sentence identifying the second idea in support of the thesis.

1.  Support with a quote from your primary text; introduce the quote by explaining its context and identifying speaker(s) if necessary, and use parenthetical documentation to identify the page(s).

2.  Using a proper signal phrase, support with a paraphrase or quote from a secondary source.

3.  Using a proper signal phrase, support with a paraphrase or quote from another secondary source.

C.  Topic sentence identifying the third idea in support of the thesis.

1.  Support with a quote from your primary text; introduce the quote by explaining its context and identifying speaker(s) if necessary, and use parenthetical documentation to identify the page(s).

2.  Using a proper signal phrase, support with a paraphrase or quote from a secondary source.

3.  Using a proper signal phrase, support with a paraphrase or quote from another secondary source.

D.  Continue in this manner to outline every idea you will develop.

1.  Support with a quote from your primary text; introduce the quote by explaining its context and identifying speaker(s) if necessary, and use parenthetical documentation to identify the page(s).

2.  Using a proper signal phrase, support with a paraphrase or quote from a secondary source.

3.  Using a proper signal phrase, support with a paraphrase or quote from another secondary source.
III.  Conclusion
NOTE: An effective conclusion can significantly enhance the overall effectiveness of an essay.  Consider the following suggestions:

Think about whether you have answered the big "So what?" question.  In
other words, a writer should ask:  How does what you just discussed help your reader understand the novel as a whole, the novel's place in literature, or it's place in a philosophical debate?  How can you connect it to a relevant issue for your readers? 

The concluding paragraph should include an "extension." The conclusion is your opportunity to "extend" the analytical insight into society and the human condition.  Just be sure that you don’t introduce a completely different subject in your conclusion that you have not developed in the body of your essay. 

A.  In a sentence or two, make sure that your position is clear.

B.  In a few sentences, wrap up your argument and analysis logically and completely.

C.  Sometimes it is a good idea to leave a really good quotation of support to use in your conclusion as a wrap-up.  You can also consider making a final overall statement about the significance of what you have written about. 
