Tuesday, March 15th, 2005 – English PD – hosted by Aaron

Whaddup?
This week’s English PD will consist of me, Aaron, explaining what I have done in my class to help students reach a particular goal, followed by a discussion about how to improve the effectiveness of the lessons and activities. Hopefully the discussion will wander towards some of your strategies to achieve the same goal. The seminar will be useful to you insofar as it will give you ideas about how to facilitate the evolution of your students’ writing and will be useful for the department because we will all get a better sense of how we each approach tuning student writing.

Goal

To enable students to communicate more information and complex ideas with each sentence they write.

Your Homework
· Please read over this handout. If you already know these concepts, my presentation will go a lot quicker (and be more useful), enabling us to have a more hearty discussion.

· Bring any loosely related handouts, lessons, URLs, or books that you could share with the department.

Background

This is what I wrote on the board. We discussed it, looked at examples, then received a handout.


Handout Given to Students

What are the different styles of sentences?

In order for your writing to be interesting, you will need to vary the styles of sentences that you use. If your writing only contains simple sentences, your writing will be very choppy: 

I like Mr. Malkin. He is my teacher. He teaches writing. 

POSITIVELY BORING!

Simple sentences contain only one independent clause.

Mr. Malkin enjoys teaching writing.
Compound Sentences join two or more independent clauses (simple sentences) using one of the coordinating conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so; AKA “FANBOYS”) and a comma, or use a semi-colon only. This structure is useful when joining ideas of equal importance.

Mr. Malkin enjoys teaching writing. 
Mr. Malkin wants his students to succeed.

becomes

Mr. Malkin enjoys teaching writing, and he wants his students to succeed.

Except for very short sentences, coordinating conjunctions are always preceded by a comma. In the following compound sentences, subjects are in gray, verbs are underlined, and the coordinators and the commas that precede them are in italics.

A.  I tried to speak Spanish, and my friend tried to speak English.  
B.  Alejandro played football, so Maria went shopping.  
C.  Alejandro played football, for Maria went shopping.

The above three sentences are compound sentences. Each sentence contains two independent clauses, and they are joined by a coordinating conjunction with a comma preceding it. Note how the coordinating conjunctions can change the relationship between the clauses. Sentences B and C, for example, are identical except for the coordinators. In sentence B, which action occurred first? Obviously, “Alejandro played football” first, and as a consequence, “Maria went shopping.” In sentence C, “Maria went shopping” first. In sentence C, “Alejandro played football” because, possibly, he didn't have anything else to do, for or because “Maria went shopping.”
Complex sentences join one or more dependent clauses to the independent clause. Complex sentences are useful when your writing includes some ideas that are more important than others. 

Mr. Malkin, who is a teacher at Colegio Bolivar, enjoys teaching writing.

A complex sentence contains a clause (a statement) that is not a complete sentence. This is in addition to the complete sentence. "a teacher at Colegio Bolivar" is not a complete sentence and cannot stand on its own. That is why it is sometimes called a "dependent" clause; it depends on the rest of the sentence.

A complex sentence usually has a subordinator such as because, since, after, although, or when or a relative pronoun such as that, who, or which (see previous handout for a longer list). In the following complex sentences, underline the subjects, double underline the verbs, and circle the subordinators and their commas (when required).

A. When he handed in his homework, he forgot to give the teacher the last page.  
B. The teacher returned the homework after she noticed the error. 
C. The students are studying because they have a test tomorrow.
D. After they finished studying, Juan and Maria went to the movies. 
E. Juan and Maria went to the movies after they finished studying.

When a complex sentence begins with a subordinator such as sentences A and D, a comma is required at the end of the dependent clause. When the independent clause begins the sentence with subordinators in the middle as in sentences B, C, and E, no comma is required. If a comma is placed before the subordinators in sentences B, C, and E, it is wrong.

Note that sentences D and E are the same except sentence D begins with the dependent clause, which is followed by a comma, and sentence E begins with the independent clause, which contains no comma. The comma after the dependent clause in sentence D is required, and experienced listeners of English will often hear a slight pause there. In sentence E, however, there will be no pause when the independent clause begins the sentence.
HINT for successful writers: Use a variety of sentences styles in your writing!

What is a clause?


A group of words with at least one subject and one verb.


There are two types of clause:


Independent clause


makes a statement or asks a question that can act as a complete sentence.


eg – The dog barks


Dependent clause


cannot act as a complete sentence because it begins with a subordinating word


eg – When the dog barks.


Look at examples. Begin labeling sentence types based on their component clauses.


Simple – Independent Clause


Compound – at least 2 Independent Clauses (comma + FANBOYS or semi-colon)


Complex – Independent Clause & at least 1 Dependent Clause


Compound-Complex – at least 2 Independent Clauses & at least 1 Dependent Clause








