SENTENCE TYPES

1. Simple sentences contain one independent clause and no subordinate clauses. An independent clause can stand by itself as a sentence. 
· Collectors like old things.

· Antique collectors may rehabilitate old items, such as dressers, pictures, or jewelry.

2. Compound sentences consist of two or more independent clauses that are joined. They are usually joined by a comma and one of the coordinating conjunctions: and, but, nor, or, for, so, or yet.
· The books were antique, but they looked brand new.


You may also join the independent clauses with a semicolon.

· Some book collectors like leather covers; others are more concerned with first editions.


Independent clauses are sometimes joined by a semicolon, a conjunctive adverb, and then a comma.

· Novels of the twenties are in demand; however, certain fifties authors are now being collected.


List of conjunctive adverbs: accordingly, also, besides, consequently, finally, furthermore, however, indeed, instead, later, moreover, nevertheless, otherwise, still, therefore, thus.

3. Complex sentences consist of one independent clause and one or more subordinate clauses.

· When coins were first used, they were made in simple shapes.

· As ancient peoples became accustomed to using coins, more elaborate shapes and inscriptions were developed.

A subordinate clause cannot stand by itself as a complete sentence. Most subordinate clauses begin with either a subordinate conjunction or a relative pronoun, which joins the subordinate clause to an independent clause.

Subordinate conjunctions: after, as, as it, as though, as long as, as soon as, before, since, until, when, whenever, while, because, although, even if, even though, if, provided that, though, unless, than, in order that, so that, that.

Relative pronouns: who, whom, whose, which, and that.

4. Compound-complex sentences consist of two or more independent clauses and one or more subordinate clauses.

· The dealer had a wide selection of early Irish coins that interested me, but he had none bearing the likenesses of the kings of Dublin.

· Chinese coins, which were pierced for suspension, are not easy to find, and they are very difficult to afford.

In the following examples underline each independent clause and put brackets around each subordinate clause. Label each sentence Simple, Compound, Complex, or Compound-Complex.

A. Calligraphy is an ancient craft.

B. Calligraphy is the craft of writing, and the craftsperson is called calligrapher.

C. Many people learn calligraphy in art classes or from art books or how-to books.

D. Writing evolved when picture symbols changed to letters.

E. Writing was done with a brush and ink.

F. Calligraphers were important in ancient societies because they kept written records.

G. Some letters, which were carved in stone, have survived from thousands of years ago.

H. Quill pens were invented, and calligraphy changed.

I. Although calligraphers were only writing letters, special skills were needed, and good calligraphers were artistic.

J. The Chinese language has hundreds of characters, and writing them is an art.

K. Chinese calligraphy is like a painting, and it is used as a decoration because it is so beautiful.

L. Calligraphy is popular today in China and also in the West.

M. Italic letters are slightly slanted, and they are not circular.

N. After calligraphy regained popularity, many books on the subject became available.

