Biblical & Mythological Allusions Workshop

This workshop is designed to examine how Biblical histories, parables, events and figures have influenced the development of Western and world literature. Just as Greek and Roman histories, mythologies, and philosophies have had a transforming effect upon the themes, conflicts, characters, symbols, images, and language employed in Western literature, so too has the Bible. This workshop will reflect on the great works of literature in conjunction with Biblical material in order to recognize and analyze how archetypical characters, themes, and symbols have borrowed from, been influenced and/or inspired by the Old and New Testaments.

This is not a historical survey of the Bible, nor is it an examination of the theological validity of the Bible as a sacred text. However, because the Bible is recognized as a sacred text for people of many faiths, every attempt to present Biblical material with respect and tolerance for differences will be maintained as a priority for all class instruction, interaction, and assignments.

Allusion-(noun) an implied or indirect reference to another literary work or event in history in literature. [Webster's Collegiate]

Two basic sources from which writers, especially poets, draw allusions and metaphors are the Bible and the ancient classical writings (mainly Greek and Roman). Knowledge of the characters and stories contained in the Bible and in the body of myths and legends will add appreciably to the enjoyment of good literature of all kinds. From the very beginning of the literary canon, writers have borrowed characters, plots, and themes from these sources. 


Requirements: every week you are required to read the assigned literary work. On Friday, you will submit documentation of your reading that contains the following:

· Name of story 
· Week number (i.e., “Week 1”) 
· Source (Biblical, Greek, Roman, etc.) 
· Your work must be handwritten in blue or black ink 
· 150 word summary of the story 
· A 50-word commentary on sources of conflict (plot) and their significance (man vs. man, vs. god, vs. nature, vs. himself, etc.)

 

Grading Rubric for Allusion Workshop

Allusions are 10% of your overall grade.  Late work will not be accepted.  Students will not be allowed to retrieve work from lockers, cars, etc.  

 

· 15 Points (A+)-An awesome card! Filled with thoughtful commentary using extensive evidence. Satisfies all the requirements and more. You really taught me something about this piece. 


· 13 Points (A)-A good card. Satisfies all requirements. Effective and thoughtful analysis of plot. Responsible commentary of the piece.


· 12 Points (B)-A fair card. Thin on word requirements. Over-simplified analysis and commentary on theme. Lacks evidence.


· 10 Points (C)-A poor card. Shows lack of effort and thought. A "lazy" card. 

· 7 Points (F)-A mockery of Advanced Placement (AP) work.
Sources for Allusion Workshop

In order to complete this assignment, you will need to obtain a translation of the Holy Bible that you are comfortable with and Edith Hamilton's Mythology.

Week 1: Book of Ruth (Bible)
Week 2: The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)
Week 3: Cain and Abel (Genesis Chapter 4)
Week 4: Odysseus and the Trojan Horse 
Week 5: Noah and the Flood (Genesis Chapters 6-9)
Week 6: Pygmalion and Galatea
Week 7: The Garden of Eden (Genesis Chapters 1-3)
Week 8: Daphne and the Laurel Wreath 
Week 9: The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha (Genesis 18-19)
Week 10: Echo and Narcisssus 
Week 11: Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 21-22)
Week 12: Jason and the Golden Fleece 
Week 13: Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25)
Week 14: Cupid and Psyche
Week 15: Joseph, his brothers, and the coat of many colors (Genesis 37)
Week 16: The Birth of Christ (Luke 1-2)
Week 17: Rescue of the Child Moses (Exodus 1-2)
Week 18: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3)
Week 19: The Passover (Exodus 12)
Week 20: Passage through the Red Sea (Exodus 14)
Week 21: Midas and the Golden Touch
Week 22: Arachne and Athena
Week 23: Daedalus and Icarus
Week 24: Orpheus and Eurydice
Week 25: Samson and the Philistines (Judges 13-16)
Week 26: Paris and the Golden Apple
Week 27: Pandora's Box
Week 28: Perseus and Medusa
Week 29: Jesus and Lazarus (John 11) 
Week 30: David and Johnathon (Samuel 18-20)
Week 31: The Death of John the Baptist (Mark 6)
Week 32: Pilate and Jesus (Matt.27)
Week 33: The agony of Christ (Mark 14)
