Characteristics of Realism

The literature of the time reflected the diversity of the country during the time, both the promise and problems of the frontier and the dynamic expansion of the industry.
The Civil war and it’s aftermath left Americans less certain about their future than before. Writers turned away from the Romanticism that had been popular before the war started. They rejected the idealist hopes and extravagances of this movement and seek instead to portray ordinary life. They tried to show the characters and events in an objective and factual way.
Realist were inspired by the experiences of the war, of the frontier and of the cities at the time.

They seek for meaning in the common place.

 Their techniques were based on the careful observation of the scenes they portrayed and the exposure of the hidden meaning behind familiar words or actions.
They dealt with social characters like factory workers, bosses politicians and gunfighters describing them as they were and often causing controversy.
The writers took their characters out of the masses and had them speak through dialects, capturing the flavor and rhythms of common speech.

They often wrote about lower and middle class people, describing the poverty and hardships faced by this section of the society. The realists confronted many harsh realities of the American society.

The narratives where often based on nonfiction events which were modified and exaggerated

Naturalism

· Influenced by the French Novelist Emile Zola. According to this author a writer must observe people and society objectively as if he were a scientist about to draw conclutions from his experiments and observations.

· Naturalistic writers believed people had no control over events because one’s destiny was determined by heredity, the environment in which one is borned, physical drives and economic circumstances.

· They tended to be pessimists.

· “Man is at the mercy of the brutal forces of nature”

· The major American Writers of Naturalism are: 
    - Stephen Crane who wrote Maggie: A Girl of the Streets(1983) the first naturalist     novel published on the States
    - Jack London
    - Frank Norris-  wrote the Octopus, which deals with the struggle between wheat growers and an all powerful railroad in San Joaquin Valley of California.

Regionalism- The Local Color Movement
· A blending of  Realism and Romantiscm.
· The regionalist sought to capture the essence of several regions around the country through the use of local dialect and vivid descriptions of the landscapes
Plot and Character 

· The character is more important than the action and the plot; complex ethical choices are often the work’s subject. 

· The Character’s temperament and motives are truthfully described;” they are in explicable relation to nature, to each other, to their social class, to their own past.” 

· Exposes reality closely and in comprehensive detail. 

· Events are usually believable.  Realistic novels avoid the sensational, dramatic elements of naturalistic novels and romances. 
· Relations between people and society are explored. 

· Class is important; the novel has traditionally served the interests and aspirations of an insurgent middle class. 
· Writers recurred to characterization to 
Interpretation and Analysis 

· Realism is viewed as a realization of democracy. 

· “The morality of Realism is intrinsic, integral, relativistic –Realists were pragmatic, relativistic, democratic and experimental.  The purpose of writing is to instruct and to entertain”. 

Structure of Prose 

· The natural dialect is used. It is not heightened or poetic; tone may be comic, satiric, or matter-of-fact. 

· The use of symbolism is controlled and limited; the realists depend more on the use of images. 

· Objectivity in presentation becomes increasingly important: overt authorial comments or intrusions diminish as the century progresses. 

