Literary Terms Used in College Essays I


1 _____ allusion 



2 _____ devices of sound 

3 _____ diction 

4 _____ figurative language 

5 _____ details 

6 _____ theme 

7 _____ attitude 

8 _____ imagery 

9 _____ irony 

10 _____ narrative techniques 

11 _____ symbol 

12 _____ point of view 

13 _____ metaphor 

14 _____ tone 

15 _____ structure 

16 _____ rhetorical techniques 

17 _____ syntax 

18 _____ style 

19 _____ setting 

20 _____ simile 
A. the techniques of deploying the sound of words, especially in poetry, such as rhyme, alliteration, assonance, consonance, and onomatopoeia

B. the characteristic manner of expression of an author; includes diction, syntax, figurative language, imagery, selection of detail, sound effects, and tone

C. any of several possible vantage points from which a story is told

D. the main thought expressed by a work; meaning of the work as a whole (could be more than one)

E. a reference in a work of literature to something outside the work, especially to a well-known historical or literary event, person, or work

F. something that is simultaneously itself and a sign of something else, ie the American flag

G. a comparison; a figure of speech comparing two objects, usually using "like," "as," or "than"

H. the devices used in effective or persuasive language, such as apostrophe, contrast, repetitions, paradox, understatement, sarcasm, satire, and rhetorical question

I. the methods involved in telling a story; asks you to discuss procedures used to tell story; (point of view, manipulation of time, dialogue, or interior monologue)

J. word choice; important to the meaning and the effect of a passage

K. writing that uses figures of speech such as metaphor, simile, and irony

L. smaller items or parts making up a larger picture or story; as when describing a character or a scene

M. the arrangement of materials within a work; the logical division of a work

N. a speaker's, author's, or character's disposition toward or opinion of a subject or writing

O. the background, physical location, or time and place to a story

P. the sensory details of work; visual, auditory, or tactile images evoked by the words of a literary work or images evoked through figurative language (metaphors, similes, diction)

Q. a figurative use of language in which a comparison is expressed without the use of a comparative term such as "like," "as," or "than"

R. the manner in which an author expresses his or her attitude; intonation of the voice that expresses meaning -- This could move several times throughout the passage from quiet to apprehensive, to confident to exuberant to terrified

S. a figure of speech in which intent and actual meaning differ, characteristically praise for blame or blame for praise; implies a discrepancy between statement and meaning; verbal type is saying the opposite of what one means

T. the structure of a sentence; the arrangement of words in a sentence * Could include discussion on length or brevity of sentences, kinds of sentences (questions, exclamations, declarative sentences, rhetorical questions-or simple, loose, complex, or compound

1 _____ rhetorical strategy 

2 _____ satire 

3 _____ omniscient pt. of view 

4 _____ alliteration 

5 _____ resources of language 

6 _____ apostrophe 

7 _____ assonance 

8 _____ allegory 

9 _____ accent 

10_____ blank verse 

11_____ cacophony 

12_____ catharsis 

13_____ classicism 

14_____ colloquialism 

15_____ conceit 

16_____  consonance 

17_____  end rhyme 

18_____  epic 

19 _____ epigram 

20 _____  euphony 

A. the stressed portion of a word

B. a general phrase for the linguistic devices or techniques that a writer uses; invites students to discuss the style and rhetoric of a passage through: diction, syntax, fig language, and imagery

C. a word or phrase used in everyday conversation and informal writing

D. a Rhyme that comes at the end of lines of poetry

E. an elaborate figure of speech in which two seemingly dissimilar things or situations are compared; an exaggerated metaphor

F. the management of language for a specific effect such as in sonnets when Shakespeare spends the first nine lines describing the speaker's discontent, then three lines describing the happiness

G. the repetition of identical consonant sounds before and after different vowel sounds; ie boost/ best

H. a long narrative poem about a serious/ profound subject in a dignified style; usually has heroic figures/ heroic deeds in legends; ie Iliad, Beowulf, and Odyssey

I. usually in poetry-the device of calling out to an imaginary, dead, or absent person, or to a place, thing, or personified abstraction either to begin a poem or make a dramatic break

J. the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words close to each other, ie, Radiant Rubies, of Redundant Rhetoric

K. the vantage point of a story in which the narrator can know, see, and report whatever he or she chooses; free to describe the thoughts of any character, skip about in time or place, or speak directly to the reader

L. the repetition of vowel sounds between different consonants

M. writing that seeks to arouse a reader's disapproval of an object through ridicule

N. an extended narrative in prose or verse (poetry) in which characters, events, and settings represent abstract qualities; (many connected metaphors); writer intends a second meaning beneath the surface story; may be moral, religious, political, social, or satiric

O. poetry written in unrhymed iambic pentameter; a favorite form used by Shakespeare; the closest to natural speech

P. a concise, witty saying in poetry or prose; either stands alone or is part of a larger work

Q. the principles and styles admired in the classics of Greek and Roman literature, such as objectivity, sensibility, restraint, and formality

R. a succession of harmonious sounds used in poetry or prose; opposite of cacophony

S. the emotional release that an audience member experiences as a result of watching a tragedy

T. harsh, awkward sounds used deliberately in poetry or prose; opposite of euphony

1 _____ exemplum 

2 _____ exposition

3 _____ dissonance

4 _____ elegy

5 _____ discourse

6 _____ imagery

7 _____ figurative language

8 _____ periodic sentence

9 _____ figures of speech

10_____ foil

11_____ foot

12_____ foreshadowing

13_____ free verse

14_____ genre

15_____ gothic

16_____ hubris

17_____ humor

18_____ hyperbole

19_____ pastoral

20_____ internal rhyme

A. a brief tale used in medieval times to illustrate a sermon or teach a lesson

B. spoken or written language, including literary works; the four traditionally classified modes of discourse: description, exposition, narration, and persuasion

C. expressions such as similes, metaphors, and personifications that make imaginative, rather than literal comparisons or associations

D. excessive pride or ambition that leads a tragic hero to his/her eventual downfall

E. a sentence that is not grammatically complete until its last phrase, such as, "Despite Glenn's hatred of his sister's laziness and noisy eating habits, he still cared for her."

F. immediate revelation to audience of setting or other background info necessary for understanding the plot; explanation; one of the four modes of discourse

G. language that contains figures of speech such as similes and metaphors to create associations that are imaginative rather than literal

H. a formal poem focusing on death, mortality, or the loss (death) of a way of life

I. poetry that is written without a regular meter, usually without rhyme

J. a type of literary work, such as novel or poem

K. anything that causes laughter or amusement

L. a short descriptive narrative, usually a poem, about an idealized country life; idyll

M. the grating of sounds that are harsh or do not go together

N. deliberate exaggeration in order to create humor or emphasis

O. words/ phrases that use a collection of images; appeals to one or more of the five senses to create a mental picture

P. stressed and unstressed syllables that make up the basic rhythmic unit of a line of poetry

Q. a rhyme occurring within a line of poetry, as in Edgar Allan Poe's "The Raven":"Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, / weak and weary"

R. a character who, through contrast, highlights the characteristics of another character

S. the use of a hint or clue to suggest a larger event that occurs later in the work

T. referring to a type of novel, 18th century, using mystery, suspense, and sensational and supernatural occurrences to evoke terror

1 _____ inversion

2 _____ irony

3 _____lyric

4 _____ meter

5 _____ metonymy

6 _____mood

7 _____ narration

8 _____ objectivity

9 _____ onomatopoeia

10_____ oxymoron

11_____ parable

12_____paradox

13_____ parallelism

14_____ parody

15_____ persuasion

16_____ Petrarchan sonnet

17_____ protagonist

18_____ realism

19_____ masculine rhyme

20_____ feminine rhyme

A. similar to tone, this is the primary emotional attitude of a work                                         

B. a figure of speech that uses the name of an object, person, or idea to represent something with which it is associated, such as using "the crown" to refer to a monarch

C. a figure of speech composed of contradictory words or phrases, such as "wise fool"

D. a statement that seems to contradict itself but that turns out to have a rational meaning, ie "I never found the companion that was so companionable as solitude."

E. a work that ridicules the style of another work by imitating and exaggerating its elements

F. the main character of a literary work

G. one of the four modes of discourse; language intended to convince through appeals to reason or emotion; also called argument

H. reversing the customary order of elements in a sentence/phrase; "to the hounds she rode, with her flags behind her streaming"

I. one of the most important types of sonnets composed of an octave with an abba abba rhyme scheme, and ending in a sestet with a cde cde rhyme scheme; also called an Italian sonnet.

J. the technique of arranging words, phrases, clauses, or larger structures by placing them side to side and making them similar in form

K. the telling of a story in fiction, nonfiction, poetry, or drama; one of the four modes of discourse

L. a 19th century literary movement in Europe and US that stressed accuracy in the portrayal of life, thus real life; focused on characters with whom middle-class readers could easily identify; in direct contrast with romanticism

M. the rhyme sound is the last syllable of a line, ie profound/ bound

N. the accented syllable is followed by an unaccented syllable, ie banding/ landing

O. the use of words that sound like what they mean, suc  as hiss and boom

P. a type of melodious, imaginative, and subjective poetry that is usually short and personal, expressing the thoughts and feelings of a single speaker rather than telling a story

Q. a situation or statement in which the actual outcome or meaning is opposite to what was expected or stated

R. the repetition of a regular rhythmic unit in a line of poetry

S. a short tale that teaches a moral; may be found in The Bible

T. an impersonal presentation of events and characters

1 _____ romanticism 

2 _____ soliloquy

3 _____ sonnet

4 _____speaker

5 _____ stanza

6 _____ suspension of disbelief

7 _____ voice

8 _____ synecdoche

9 _____ tragic flaw

10_____ villanelle

A. the voice of a poem; and author may speak as himself or herself or as a fictitious character

B. the demand made of a theater audience to provide some details with their imagination and to accept the limitations of reality and staging; also the acceptance of the incidents of the plot by a reader or audience; could also be in poetry

C. the one weakness that causes the downfall of the hero in a tragedy (Macbeth)

D. a speech spoken by a character alone on stage, giving the impression that the audience is listening to the character's thoughts

E. a group of lines in the formal pattern of a poem

F. a literary, artistic, and philosophical movement that began in the 18th century as a reaction against neoclassicism (neoclassicism was regarded as too sensible, too restrained, and no imagination employed); the focal points of the movement are imagination, emotion, and freedom, stressing subjectivity, individuality, the love and almost worship of Nature, and a fascination with the past; ie Frankenstein

G. a lyric poem consisting of five tercets and a final quatrain

H. the way a written work conveys an author's attitude

I. a fourteen line lyric poem in iambic pentameter

J. a figure of speech in which a part of something is used to represent a whole, such as using "boards" to mean "a stage," or "wheels" to mean "a car"

