Allusion: Allusions  are brief references to a person, event, or place, real or ficticious, or to a work of art. Casual reference to a famous historical or literary figure or event.
An allusion may be drawn from history, geography, literature, or religion. (http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/allusion.html) 

Example: “Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley, 
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation; 
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness, 
And three trees on the low sky...”

“The Journey of the Magi” T.S. Eliot

Explanation: Eliot’s work is typically rich with allusions, some are obvious, most are not. “Journey of the Magi” is rife with allusions to Christianity, most of which are practically impossible to discern without a rich background in theology, not to mention a willingness to make some leaps in the interpretation. The “three trees in the low sky” are generally considered to be a reference to the Calvary, the crucification of Christ
. It is interesting to note that this particular allusion is to the death of Jesus, when the poem apparently deals with his birth. However, this only further highlights the poem’s ultimate message – that Christ’s birth not only symbolizes salvation but “hard and bitter agony” for those of the Old world; the coming of Christianity means Death for the Old Religions and old customs that used to rule it. Hence, with this allusion to the death of Christ, Eliot powerfully shows how birth and death may intertwine together, showing how the coming of something new ultimately leads to the death of the old. In inserting such a dark allusion within the recounting a supposedly joyous event, Eliot ultimately shows that nothing is certain, only enigmatic, birth and death intertwine together as do light and darkness, and all of life is rendered ambiguous. 
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