TERM: Inversion.

DEFINITON: A literary device in which the expected order of words is reversed in order to emphasize a point.

TEXT: “Chartless” by Emily Dickinson

	I NEVER saw a moor,
	 

	I never saw the sea;
	 

	Yet now I know how the heather looks,
	 

	And what a wave must be.
	 

	  
	

	I never spoke with God,
	         5

	Nor visited in Heaven;
	 

	Yet certain am I of the spot
	 

	As if the chart were given.
	


ANALYSIS: Emily Dickinson’s poem “Chartless”, or more commonly known as “I never saw a moor”, uses inversion in order to further emphasize the main point of her poem, that of belief without seeing. In lines 3 and 7 respectively, instead of stating “Yet I know” or “Yet I am certain”, she reverses the familiar order of words, resulting in “Yet now I know” and “Yet certain am I”. The effect is jarring and catches the reader’s eye, making him or her focus on that particular phrase, which is where the main idea of the poem lies. “Chartless” states that although the narrator has never seen the sea, she is certain of “what a wave must be” since she has seen heather instead. The second stanza goes on to say that although the narrator has never seen Heaven, she is as certain of its existence as though she had a map of it. By reversing the order of the words, Dickinson emphasizes the words “know” and “certain” first, stressing them as the main ideas of the poem. Thus the inversion emphasizes the strength of her belief and the certainty of her knowledge, which consequently reveals the poem’s main theme of belief without seeing. The poem’s narrator is able to believe in heaven as strongly as those who have never seen the sea are capable in envisioning waves. The inversion emphasizes this knowledge and certainty as the words that contain the key idea central to the poem stand out in their misuse. Therefore the poem’s theme of belief without seeing arises through the use of inversion.

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/inversion.html

