Review of Basic Poetry Terms

· What’s the difference between poetry and prose?

· More compact, use of lines (instead of sentences), meter, stanzas (instead of paragraphs), cantos (instead of chapters), and a greater emphasis on sound devices and figurative language.

· Sound and Meter

· Poems which have a meter can be “scanned”, which is simply a big word for determining the meter.

· Meter is the pattern of accented and unaccented beats (or syllables) in a line of poetry.

· Each repeating pattern of beats (or syllables) is called a foot.

· The number of feet in a line plus the type of rhythm is the meter of the poem.

· The meters with two-syllable feet are 

· Iambic (x /) : That time of year thou mayst in me behold

· Trochaic (/ x): Tell me not in mournful numbers

· Spondaic (/ /): Break, break, break/ On thy cold gray stones, O Sea!

· Meters with three-syllable feet are 

· Anapestic (x x /): And the sound of a voice that is still

· Dactylic (/ x x): This is the forest primeval, the murmuring pines and the hemlock (a trochee replaces the final dactyl)

· The number of feet is described as follows:

· 1=monometer; 2=dimeter; 3=trimester; 4=tetrameter; 5=pentameter; 6=hexameter; 7=heptameter; 8=octameter; 9=nonometer
· Therefore, if a poem uses trochees and has five groups of trochees (five feet) in each line, then the meter is trochaic pentameter.

· Poems may also have a rhyme scheme.  Rhyme MUST BE regular and is described by assigning consecutive letters to each new sound at the end of the line, giving us something like AB, CD, AB, CD, etc.

· Poems can also have internal rhyme, which is rhyme which occurs within the line itself.

· Be careful about innovative and experimental uses of rhyme (Emily Dickinson)!

· Finally, poems may use alliteration (repeated consonant sounds - "Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers"); assonance (Repeated Vowel sounds - "The June moon loomed over the horizon"); onomatopoeia (words sound like what they are - "The fire crackled and the popcorn popped”); as well as others…

· Imagery Devices

· Metaphor, which is a figure of speech in which a comparison is made between two things essentially unalike.

· Simile, which is a figure of speech in which a comparison is expressed by the specific use of a word or phrase such as: like, as, than, as if, etc.

· Personification, which is a type of metaphor in which distinct human qualities, e.g., honesty, emotion, volition, etc., are attributed to an animal, object or idea.

· Abstract Devices
· Symbol, which is a thing (could be an object, person, situation or action) which stands for something else more abstract.

· Apostrophe, which is a figure of speech in which someone absent or dead OR something nonhuman is addressed as if it were alive and present.

· Synecdoche, which is a figure of speech which mentions a part of something to suggest the whole. As in, "All hands on deck," meaning all sailors to report for duty.

· Metonymy, which is a figure of speech which uses a concept closely related to the thing actually meant. The substitution makes the analogy more vivid and meaningful.  In Frost’s Poem Out, Out (which we will read), the injured boy holds up his hand "as if to keep / the life from spilling." The literal meaning is to keep the blood from spilling. Frost's line tells us that the hand is bleeding and the boy's life is in danger.
· Allegory or Parable: A poem in the form of a narrative or story which has a second meaning beneath the surface one.

· Paradox, which is a statement or situation containing apparently contradictory or incompatible elements, but on closer inspection may be true.

· Hyperbole, which is a bold, deliberate overstatement not intended to be taken literally, it is used as a means of emphasizing the truth of a statement.

· Understatement, which is the presentation of a thing with underemphasis in order to achieve a greater effect. Frost uses this device extensively, often as a means of irony.

· Irony: Verbal irony is a figure of speech when an expression used is the opposite of the thought in the speaker's mind, thus conveying a meaning that contradicts the literal definition. Dramatic irony is a literary or theatrical device of having a character utter words which the reader or audience understands to have a different meaning, but of which the character himself is unaware. Irony of situation is when a situation occurs which is quite the reverse of what one might have expected.

· Basic Types of Poetry
Poetry falls into two basic categories:

Lyric, which is highly personal and emotional form, often focusing on ideas or subjects.
Narrative, which is a poem which tells a story.

· Free Verse – no recurring rhyme or meter

· Sonnet – There are many different types of sonnets, but they will all have 14 lines!
· Villanelle – Six stanzas, five tercets and a final quatrain.  The first and last lines of the first stanza alternate as the last line of the next four stanzas and then for a final couplet in the last stanza.

· Dramatic Monologue – This relates an episode in a speaker’s life through a conversational format which reveals the character of the speaker.

· Elegy – A formal lyric poem written in honor of one who has died.

· Ode – An ode is a lyric poem that addresses subjects of elevated stature.

· Ballad – A narrative form which was originally spoken or sung.

AND MANY MORE

Remember that poetry has been around longer than anything else, and people have had a lot of time to make up neat terms to describe it and create different formats, so don’t worry if there are terms you do not know.

