AP English – March 9, 2006
Final discussion of Shakespeare and his works
1. Using the three plays you have read, in your reading group, discuss and note the following COMMON ELEMENTS
· Structure

· Language

· Humor, Satire, Wit

· Characterization

· Villains, Heroes, Sidekicks, Clowns, Accessory Characters and Louts (Supporting Roles)

· Disguise

· Setting

· Symbolism or Motif

· Role of Women

· Role of Family

· Role of Sexuality

· The Class System

· Themes or Morals

· Values

· Etc….

2. Take two or three of the STRONGEST elements discovered above and write a thesis FOR EACH which ties together the three plays you have read.

a. Think about WHY and HOW some of these particular elements are used – what purpose do they serve in the larger purpose of the work?  The answer to that question IS your thesis.

3. Share your common elements with the class

4. Share your possible thesis statements with the class

5. Briefly review the outside Shakespeare you read with your partner

