BELOVED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

http://www.bookmuse.com/pages/adult/musenotes/nsmusenotes.asp?asection=summary&packet=268.

1. If you are a plot-driven reader you will be frustrated with this book, especially at first. You may want to keep notes as the story lets out its little slivers of Sethe's and the other characters' memories. This will help you piece the action together into a more logical flow. But is that the point? You can't help but notice how the characters circle and circle around what happened. Why do they do this, and how does it affect the telling of the story?

2. How would you describe the community that Sethe and her family enter, and what is Baby Suggs' role in it? Stamp Paid's role?

3. In order to accept the character of Beloved we must suspend our disbelief in ghosts. Ghosts simply ARE in this novel (Morrison might have us say that ghosts simply are in any world where innocent people are violently murdered). Who, then, is Beloved? Who is she for each of the main characters: Sethe, Denver, and Paul D? What role does she play in the community you've considered in the last question?

4. Why does Sethe do what she does? How does the story lead you to this action, from what perspectives do you learn about it, and is it, finally, "justified" by the novel?

5. Why does Denver act the way she does to Paul D? Talk about the kind of power Paul D has in the household.

6. Explore the relationship among Denver, Beloved, and Sethe. In what ways do they sustain, and how do they destroy one another?

7. Why does the story of Denver's birth get told so many times? Who is Denver, really, and what makes her such a survivor?

8. Read closely (I have probably read them two dozen times and am still learning how to read them) the chapters of "unspeakable thoughts"--"Beloved, she my daughter," "Beloved is my sister," "I am Beloved and she is mine"--until you can sort out what the women are saying about each other, and about themselves. The hardest, of course, is Beloved's chapter, which is interwoven with the voice of someone on a slave ship, perhaps Sethe's mother. Morrison has taken on the impossible task here of giving "ghosts" a voice. Work together as a group, line by line, to try to understand what is being said in the chapter, and by whom. The project is incredibly difficult, but worth the effort.

9. You have undoubtedly read a lot about slavery. Here it is again. In what ways does Beloved reinforce your knowledge of slavery, and in what ways does it shake up your preconceptions and make you look at it in all new ways?

10. Why does the novel end the way it does? How are you asked to think about "rememory" and why does Morrison close with the repeated and varied line, "It was not a story to pass on"?

