Invisible Man Discussion
Write down 5 or 10 objects or events in the book which you feel have some larger significance…symbols and/or metaphors
· Battle Royal

· Briefacase
· Mary’s Bank

· Sambo Doll

Write down 4 or 5 TOPICS or MOTIFS which you feel best describe the book.

· Blindness

Write a complete sentence which best describes what you believe to be the theme.  Keep in mind the topics and significant objects/events you listed above.

Helpful Questions??

1. How are we supposed to interpret the narrator's "invisibility"? If it's not literal, then why does he give examples where he seems literally to be invisible?
2. "Keep This Nigger-Boy Running," reads the note the narrator dreams he finds in his briefcase. What is the significance of this note in the larger plot of the book?
3. In the early "Battle Royal" scene, the narrator is pitted against other black boys. In what way(s) is this scene repeated throughout the book, either consciously or unconsciously?
4. Does the character of Mr. Norton actually believe in the improvement and education of blacks? What kinds of ambiguous motivations does he have?
5. The narrator has many mentors and teachers in the book — which of them seems to influence him the most?
6. One of the most successful aspects of the book is its mixture of tone and language — where do some of these mixtures occur? Describe what kinds of voices are being blended or juxtaposed.
7. Does the narrator seem to like being in Harlem better than the other settings of the book? Why?
8. To what extent is the narrator's journey an allegory for something larger, perhaps the black experience in general? At what points does it seem more individuated and personal?
9. In the exchange with the doctors after his hospital visit, the narrator is faced with a series of questions that become more and more senseless until they seem comical. What other points of the book have a feeling of descending into absurdity? What effect does this have on the reader?
10. At the beginning of the novel the narrator is listening to Louis Armstrong's "Black and Blue." What other parts of the story rely on jazz or music to create another layer of narrative? 
