Is Ophelia Pregnant?

I, iii--Laertes suspects the 2 have been alone together when he is giving Ophelia advice before he leaves.

I, iii--Polonius suspects the 2 have been together as he lectures her.

II, ii--Hamlet’s strange words to Polonius—sun breeds maggots, let your daughter not walk in the sun, conception is a blessing but as your daughter may conceive.

III, I—Get thee to a nunnery to hide your pregnancy, why wouldst thou be a breeder of sinners, we shall have no more marriages even if you are pregnant

III, ii—Hamlet’s cruel sexual jokes directed at Ophelia, make her feel guilty for giving up her virginity.

IV, v-- Ophelia’s made scene—the song she sings about the maid losing her virginity. Not enough for her to go crazy over losing father (many girls live through losing a father). If she lost her father, lost Hamlet, and pregnant maybe enough to go insane—add fluctuation of hormones…..

V, I-- Graveyard scene—she is allowed her virgin crants, her maiden strewments

Give the students this much evidence and you will be amazed at what they can come up with.

