APPRAISALS OF CHARACTERS IN 

SHAKESPEARE’S KING LEAR

Profiles of 'good' characters in King Lear
	Category
	Edgar
	Kent
	Cordelia
	Albany

	Appearance
	not flash, younger, not as confident as might be, sensitive
	shabby, older, gaunt
	plain, slight, maidish, low of voice, alert
	avuncular, poised,

	Characteristics, 

temperament 
	gentle, easily led,
	to get things right, to teach restraint, aware of the error of excess
	not boastful, careful of exaggeration, few words, a natural goodness, not wimpy.
	calm, patient, slow to anger, not devious, knowledgeable

	Motivations
	caring, loyal, honest
	loyalty, devotion, honesty
	love, justice, tragic
	justice, balance, pity

	Appraisal
	misunderstands Edmund, weak?, untested, driven by care and pity, endures hardship for his father
	unable to be diplomatic, free of anything underhand, predictable to a fault
	hides her goodness = (expects it to be enough?), accepts fate, strong devotion to the truth as only guide to life
	respected by Lear, strong in himself, puzzle what he saw in Goneril to marry her
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Profiles of 'bad' characters in King Lear 

	Category
	Edmund
	Goneril/Regan
	Oswald
	Cornwall

	Appearance
	lusty, young, dark,
	'wolfish visage', late 30s
	foppish, weasel, oleaginous
	sly, like Regan

	Characteristics, 

temperament 
	ambitious, hungry, self- important, cagey, manipulative
	aggressive, manipulative,
	sycophantic, unscrupulous, ambitious
	ambitious, untrustworthy

	Motivations
	power-hungry, cruel, deceitful
	gain, greed, self-seeking, hard, pitiless
	gain, opportunist,
	opportunist

	Appraisal
	unscrupulous
	to be feared
	repugnant
	conspirator
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Profile of King Lear

· tall, bearded

· proud 

· energetic 

· ageing 

· irascible 

· bullying 

· cruel 

· blind to others' goodness 

· foolish 

· unpitying 

· loveless 

· emotionally excessive 

· self-pitying

Profile of Gloucester 

·  representative of the old regime: weak, elderly, inert, credulous 

·  tortured for his belonging to Lear (not for his active loyalty) 

·  his faults are writ large: 

·  his infidelity (Edmund) 

·  his cowardice 

·  his worthless existence (unresolved death) 

·  failed in his suicide 

·  failed to trust Edgar and stand up to Edmund 

·  his end is as grey, ignoble, unresolved as his life. 

  

Dramatic role 

·  to head up the minor plot 

·  his fate mirrors Lear's 

·  companion for Lear in widower's grief 

·  not a companion for Edgar in his. 

Historically 

·  represents mindless continuity, 

·  end of an era inertia, 

·  lacking backbone, insight or survival skills 

·  as helpless as all of Lear's court (except Kent) 

·  as helpless as Lear's errant Knights 

·  as unhappy as England was (with the strife of the Partition). 

