“Medea”
Discussion Questions for Paideia

Background on Medea and Euripides – Group C

1. Reminders

a. Listen; You Don’t Need To Speak

b. Use People’s Names

c. Respect the Conversation

d. You Don’t Need To Raise Your Hands

e. Refer to the Text

f. I’ll Keep Track of Comments / Rubric

g. Be prepared. This means reading the "text" closely, taking notes, and forming questions. Outline each section and have the outline in front of you.

h. Be courteous. There will be no put-downs and no sarcasm.

i. Allow the speaker enough time to begin and finish his/her thoughts. (Do not be afraid of silence---this usually means thinking is occurring.)

j. Bring others into the discussion and ask others to elaborate on their responses.

2. Everyone has a copy of the text and the handout as well as your evidence for your choice of tragic heroes ready.
3. Set a Personal Goal for the Seminar

4. Please read the handout on Aristotle’s Tragic Hero closely and annotate.
a. Read Text Closely and Annotate

b. Read Out Loud Once in Group

5. Opening Questions
a. Given the information in the handout and lecture, as well as your own research, who is the Tragic Hero of Medea?  Please be brief and limit your response to 1 minute or less.
6. Core Questions
a. What makes Mede, the play, tragic?
b. What role does Fate or Destiny play in Medea?  Does Medea simply do “according to nature what [she has] to do?”
c. How does Euripides contrast the lands of Corinth and Colchis?
d. Discuss the use of foreshadowing in the play and how this helps to reinforce Euripides views on Fate or Destiny.

e. What rationales does Medea have for her actions?  Are they reasonable?

f. How is Medea’s character written by Euripides?  Is she more static than dynamic?

g. An important distinction exists between pathos and tragedy.  In the pathetic, there is little or no emphasis on the struggle, for the pathetic figure struggles so ineffectually that the audience reaction to him or her is one of pity.  In the tragic, however, there is a great deal of emphasis on the struggle.  The tragic figure fights back, and he/she fights so well that the audience is awed by him/her.

i. Is the death of Medea’s children tragic or pathetic?

h. What is the difference between justice and vengeance?  Does Euripides make that distinction clear in Medea’s personality?

i. Do you admire Medea?
7. Closing Questions

a. Have you changed your mind about who the Tragic Hero may be?
b. What did you learn during the course of the discussion?

8. Debriefing

a. Did you meet your personal goal during the seminar? / What will you work on next time?

b. Was there anything about the seminar that bothered you?

c. What could we do to improve the seminar?

d. What will you remember about the seminar?
