One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Discussion Questions

1. How is the novel sexist?  Or racist?  Why?

2. What is Kesey’s model of society?  Do you agree?

3. Map Chief Bromden’s life (what you know so far) and show the connections between his past experiences and the hallucinations he is experiencing in the clinic.

4. Describe McMurphy.  How is he the stereotypes of masculinity?  How does he relate differently to each of the people on the ward?  What’s his plan?

5. What symbols can you find in the novel so far?

6. Discuss one of the following themes:

“the modern world as technologised and consequently divorced from nature; contemporary society as repressive; authority as mechanical and destructive; contemporary man as victim of rational but loveless forces beyond his control; and contemporary man as weak, frightened, and sexless”

