AP ENGLISH LESSON PLANS
TOPIC OF PRESENTATION: Elizabethan Literature and William Shakespeare
NAMES OF PRESENTERS: Thomas David Rompf CLASS: AP English
CLASS OBJECTIVES & SUBOBJECTIVES AND/OR ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. To understand the basic characteristics of Elizabethan Literature
a. Nationalist fervor of country, bolstered by defeat of Spanish Armada (much of which was sunk in a storm), beginnings of world colonization and trade--both of which were reflected in literature. 

b. Renaissance learning and interest began to be more generally felt. English language enriched by borrowings from Latin, Greek, Italian, and French. Humanist ideals (exalt the human over the divine). Verse forms such as sonnet and blank verse became more familiar. 

c. Religious controversy: struggles between Catholics and Church of England, and also among those of the High Church (similar in many ways to the Catholic Church) and the Low Church (Puritans).

d. Rhetoric is stylish and self conscious, showing relish for ornate and cleverly arranged words. Depended more on rhyme schemes than tropes (metaphorical figures of speech)

e. Reliance on amplification, exaggerated emphasis in interest of persuasive effect
f. Pathetic fallacies--attribution of living qualities to inanimate objects, primarily with animalistic hostility in inanimate objects.

2. To understand basic poetry devices, including meter, and be able to identify these in poetry

a. See handout

3. To become familiar with William Shakespeare’s Life and apply events, as relevant, to his work
a. See handout

4. To understand and appreciate William Shakespeare’s Sonnets

a. To apply specific and relevant literary terms to one or more sonnets
1. Dependent upon the sonnet
b. To read and present one sonnet per work group

c. To identify the basic physical structure pf a Shakespearean Sonnet
1. Rhyme scheme (ABAB,CDCD,EFEF,GG) and Meter (Iambic Pentameter)

d. To identify the basic thematic structure of a sonnet

1. The Question or Problem and the Conclusion

CLASS ACTIVITIES AND PLANNED TIMES:

1. 10 Minutes: Students will read the general handout on Elizabethan history, literary characteristics, Shakespeare’s biography, Shakespearean Sonnet and the sonnet in general.  Students will also review the handout on poetical devices.
2. 10 Minutes: Students will highlight major ideas from the handouts; teacher will add as necessary.

3. 10 Minutes: In groups, students will share their sonnets and agree on one to present to the class.
4. 15 minutes: Continuing in their groups, students will prepare a reading, an analysis of devices and physical structure, and an analysis of thematic structure.  As far as possible, students should also look for defining characteristics from Elizabethan literature and from Shakespeare’s life, as applicable.
5. 25 Minutes: Student groups will present their reading and analysis in 10 minutes per group.

Presentations may extend into the following day!
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR CLASS AND JUSTIFICATION

Handouts: Poetic Devices, Lesson Plans and Background of Elizabethan History and Literature (specifically Shakespeare).  Students will have copies of their favorite sonnets.
HOMEWORK

Students will have read and analyzed several sonnets from http://www.shakespeares-sonnets.com/ before coming to class AND will have chosen 3 favorites from the site to print (7 copies).  Students will read the background information and review the handout on poetic devices before class.
EVALUATION

The benefit of the discussion will be evident in the discussion (which will be noted on the participation grade), the essays (if applicable), in further presentations and on the AP exams.
