Small Group Work over As I Lay Dying

In your small groups, please develop the following topics over the novel As I Lay Dying.  You will have 15 minutes.

1. You will be assigned a character from the novel to discuss in class. Using specific support (not necessarily quotes, but as specific as you can get in the time allowed), you need to answer the following to share with the class:

1. Give three or four specific characteristics of your character.  Offer an example or two if possible.  (Remember that a character is developed in four ways: through what they say; through what they do; through what others say about them; and through what they think or believe.)

2. What is the character’s attitude towards the death of his/her mother?

3. What specific descriptions are used for the character, if any (e.g. Jewel is always described as wooden) AND WHY?

4. Is there anything in Addie’s chapter that allows us to better understand your character?

2. Write down at least two clarifying questions about then novel (What happened here type of questions) and at least two interpretive or analytical questions or comments about the novel (I think that the books is about the reality of extraterrestrials in the deep south and why aliens dress up as hillbillies.)  You may note these below…

CLARIFYING QUESTIONS

1. .

2. .

INTERPRETIVE COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS

1. .

2. .

ANSE, DEWEY DELL, DARL, CASH, JEWEL, VARDAMANN

