The Sun Also Rises
Paideia Seminar
1. Reminders

a. Listen; You Don’t Need To Speak

b. Use People’s Names

c. Respect the Conversation

d. You Don’t Need To Raise Your Hands

e. Refer to the Text

f. I’ll Keep Track of Comments and Help When I Can
2. Everyone has a copy of the book and the criticisms!
3. Each group will give a 5 minute review of their assigned critical text.
4. Set a Personal Goal for the Seminar

5. Read Text Closely and Annotate

a. See Chapter XIV, Paragraphs 3-8.
6. Read Out Loud Twice in Group

7. Opening Questions
a. What light does this passage shed upon the meaning of the novel?

b. Aren't words necessary in order to give form to the story of the Bundrens? Or is Faulkner saying that words--his own chosen medium--are inadequate?

8. Core Questions
a. What is your response to the anti-Semitic remarks addressed to Cohn? Relate the anti-Semitism to the time period of the novel. Would you hear comments like that now? Why or why not? 

b. How did World War I affect Brett? 

c. What does the last line mean: "Isn't it pretty to think so"? 

d. Is there a relationship between the staccato style and the story? 

e. Discuss the role of alcohol in the novel. 

f. Jake says his friends are "shameful" like "the spilling open of the horses in bullfighting." How so? 

g. Do you feel a total sense of ennui in response to this book? Does it relate to the characters in some way? Explain your response.

9. Closing Questions

a. What did you learn during the course of the discussion about the novel and your won understanding of it?

10. Debriefing

a. Did you meet your personal goal during the seminar? / What will you work on next time?

b. Was there anything about the seminar that bothered you?

c. What could we do to improve the seminar?

d. What will you remember about the seminar?
