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Chapter One

Reading the Story

“Art is a lie that leads to the truth”


Picasso

I. Types of Fiction

A. Commercial Fiction



a) It is intended solely to entertain.



b) It is published primarily to make money (best-sellers)

c) It helps people escape the tedium and stress of their lives, taking them away from the real world.
d) Offers escapist diversion.



1. Legal thrillers and romance novels (best-sellers list).
2. Easy to read short stories.

B. Literary Fiction

a) It is written by someone with serious artistic intentions who hopes to broaden, deepen, and sharpen the reader’s awareness of life.
b) Plunges people through the author’s imaginative vision and artistic ability, more deeply into the real world. It enables us to understand life’s difficulties and to empathize with others.

c) Offers intellectual pleasure.
II. Difference
A. Literary fiction and Commercial fiction are in opposite ends of a spectrum.

a) These two categories are not clear-cut, however there exists occasional blending between them.

b) Commercial writers: inventors


1. Novel form

c) Literary writers: explorers (of humanity)


1. Short Stories


d) They need different kinds of reading not different kinds of people.
B. Short Stories

a) How to read a short story for the purpose of serious study (literary fiction)
1. Read the story once to simply enjoy and familiarize yourself with it.

2. Read it twice, more slowly and deliberately, in the attempt to understand its full artistic significance and achievement.
b) In literary fiction you must focus on plot, characterization, theme, etc. When reading literary fiction, the personal rewards will be greater.

1. Why is a story constructed in a certain way? Why does an author explore a specific character’s inner life? 
c) Commercial fiction’s focus is usually on what happens next, not on the techniques used by the author.
III. Reader’s Expectations
A. Commercial fiction: 
a) Reader has specific, fixed expectations about the reading.
B. Literary fiction
b) Reader must have an open mind and stay receptive to the author’s imaginative vision; reader is willing to expect the unexpected
