Poe’s Theory of Poetry

Poe’s theory of poetry found in two articles:


1) “Poetic Principle”


2) “Philosophy of Composition,” an article written about a year


     after “The Raven” was published

Theory

1.  Definition:  Poetry is the “rhythmical creation of beauty”

     A) poetry is “song”

     B) sound and rhythm are more important than meaning

2.  Everything in a poem should work to create a single effect
3.  A poem aims for pleasure
4. The purpose of poetry is to elevate the soul, not to teach us something

5.  A poem should be no longer than 100 lines (if a poem is longer than this,

     the poet cannot sustain (keep up) a single effect

How Poe wrote “The Raven”

1.  He decided what effect he wanted

     A) he said he wanted to achieve the effect of melancholy

     B)  melancholy is the “most beautiful” emotion because it is sadness

           we feel for something we’ve lost or cannot have

2.  The best subject to achieve this effect is the death of a beautiful woman
3.  The sound of the poem could be summed up in the word nevermore

4.  He decided on the form of the poem:  a 6-line stanza

5.  He decided on the poetic devices he wanted to use, especially

     repetition

     internal rhyme

     alliteration

6.  Last, he decided on the details of the story (a student is mourning

     over the death of a woman he loved, “the lost Lenore”

Sound Devices in “The Raven”

1.  alliteration: the repetition of the first sound of a word

     e.g., “quaint and curious”; “deep into that darkness”

2. consonance: the repetition of similar consonant sounds

   e.g., “midnight dreary, while I pondered”

3.  assonance: repletion of  similar vowel sounds

     e.g., “flung the shutter”; loneliness unbroken”

4.  rhyme

     a) end rhyme: repetition of final word sounds at the end of lines

         In “The Raven” the last words of lines 2, 4, 5, and 6 rhyme in

         each stanza.

     b) internal rhyme: repetition of final word sounds within lines

         “Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary”

         In “The Raven” internal rhymes occur in lines 1, 3, and 4 of each 

         stanza.

