Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner Discussion Questions

Hi,

I’ve got the Census today, so I’m at home with the family putting up Christmas Decorations.  We only have 40 minutes, and I hope you’ve prepared the ballad for class and brought in an analysis to share.  I would like you to begin the discussion on your own using the questions below as prompts.  I need someone to take notes for each of the questions and hand these to me for Thursday’s class.  We’ll finish our discussion on Thursday.
You only have 40 minutes today; please use them wisely to dig into Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner.  I’d like you to follow the questions below BUT IF you get sidetracked into another aspect of the ballad (prompted by the questions or the analysis you’ve brought in), please feel free to pursue it.  Someone should act as moderator to make sure you all stay focused,

Mr. R.

1. What makes this ballad romantic?

2. In what ways does the Ancient Mariner in "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" serve as a metaphor for any poet?

3. What "Gothic" elements do you find in "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner"? (I.e., how are magic and horror mixed in the story the Mariner tells?)

4. How do the natural and the supernatural overlap in the story?

5. In a letter to his brother George, written in March 1798, Coleridge wrote, "I believe most steadfastly in original sin; that from our mothers' wombs our understandings are darkened; and even where our understandings are in the light, that our organization is depraved, and our volitions imperfect, and we sometimes see the good without wishing to attain it, and oftener wish it without the energy that wills and performs." Do you see this point of view in the poem?

6. The Mariner never seems to give a reason for killing the bird; why do you think he did it?  Is his action a typically human response or trait? Why does Coleridge spend comparatively little time describing the incident?

7. In literature and folklore the human eye is typically considered a mirror of the soul. Discuss Coleridge's use of this tradition, examining each of the incidents in which eyes are mentioned in the poem (including lines 3, 12, 139, 144, 215, 228, 251, 255, 260, 332, 416, 436, 440, 485, 560, 567, and 618).

8. How is the Albatross, and the Mariner's killing of it, symbolic?  What is the significance of the albatross being hung around the mariner's neck?

9. How is the color "white" symbolic in the poem?

10. What is the symbolic implication of the fact that the Mariner wears the Albatross around his neck?

11. What is the symbolic significance of the fact that the Mariner is doomed to wander forever, telling and retelling his tale?

12. What is the symbolic significance of the fact that he tells the tale to a wedding guest?

13. Coleridge uses the traditional ballad form in this poem, but includes some irregularities in its rhyme and meter; how does this form complement the message and content of the poem?

14. How does Coleridge's use of similes enhance the drama of the story?
15. Discuss the meaning and importance of the last eight lines. Is there a moral to the poem? Where is it explicitly stated?

