"A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO FIND"

�A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO FIND� ON THE SURFACE
Reading the ending of a Good Man is hard to find literally, the Misfit is just a man who has had a rough upbringing and because of his experiences in life has been twisted. He is seen as a character determined to kill for pleasure, consequently, causing other people to experience what he has- injustice: the injustice of being hurt and harmed by others who enjoyed it. He calls himself the Misfit because of the perceived injustice he has been made to suffer, where he can�t relate his crime to his punishment. 

When the misfit arrives on the scene the mother of the children is hurt and is in need of medical attention, he doesn�t show any pity for her plight, neither does he take the time to listen to Bailey�s pleas for sensitivity towards their situation. The seeming lack of feeling the Misfit exhibits, by the executions he organizes also, places the misfit in the category of a psychologically unstable person, who just kills for pleasure. The act of demanding Bailey�s shirt, in order to wear it when he is dead, is an indicator of his emotional separation from the execution of the innocent family. 

The Grandmother, on the other hand is terrified, and is willing to do anything that will save her life. She offers money and turns to religion when she realizes that there is nothing else she can do. This provides a sharp contrast to the rest of the story, where it seems she is very in control of everything. She, nevertheless, turns to trying to talk her way out of the situation as she has been accustomed to doing, though this time it doesn�t work, but again gives some insight into the mind of the Misfit, who seems to think that only the threat of violence could make the Grandmother a good woman. The Grandmother does indeed seem a better woman at the end in contrast to the one that the reader meets from the beginning of the play, as she turns to religion. 

The Misfit seems to know a lot about Jesus and places his redemptive act in one point in time, that he missed and so blames his behavior now on the fact that he wasn�t there to see whether or not the redemptive act was carried out or not. But he too seems to be a better person at the end. 

FLANNERY O�CONNOR�S INTERPRETATION: GRACE AND REDEMPTION
Flannery O�Connor uses her work to communicate religious messages to her audiences in the form of a parable. O�Connor's, illustration of the meeting between the family and the Misfit is meant to be a religious parable. Flannery O'Connor meant the story to be interpreted as a movement of mankind to grace and redemption. The violence that is evident in the ending of the story is meant to be a tool by which, the characters are brought back to �reality and prepare them to accept their moment of grace.� The Grandmother�s position is �the most significant� position that life affords the Christian. She is meant to be a stereotype of mankind, who face death and want to postpone it, much like the grandmother does because she is not ready for it. The Grandmother�s head does clear and she responds by reaching out to him, which is supposed to be a seed planted in his life. Flannery meant for this seed to change the misfit�s life, and make him the prophet he was meant to be. The description of the misfit�s own lifestyle is meant to be an illustration of what the misfit would take with him into eternity. And his words are meant to portray a man who desires God and doesn�t realize it. Through out the dialog between the grandmother and the misfit, it is evident that the misfit is searching for truth. Flannery O�Connor meant to give the idea that he would finally find and believe in the Word of God. Hence, his expected end of a good prophet. 

RESTORATION OF GRACE
At the initial meeting of the Misfit and the Grandmother, it was easy to right away see the Misfit as the �bad guy� and the grandmother as the innocent party. But from the religious perspective, their positions can be equated. The grandmother is selfish, as the story illustrates from the beginning, and the misfit is a criminal who takes pleasure in killing, both of them are in some way serving their own causes, and portraying self-love. Both of them bring these selfish desires into the closing dialogue of the story. The misfit is out to kill and the grandmother is out to save herself. She begins to tell the misfit who she hasn�t met until that moment that he�s good, thereby attempting to save herself. And the misfit is determined to do what he came to do. 

The misfit seems to be taking his words to heart: �Jesus was the only One� If he did what he said, then it�s nothing to do but throw away everything and follow Him and if He didn�t�.you can... by killing somebody or burning down his house or doing some other meanness to him�. He seems to accept that Jesus didn�t die for him and so he does the latter, even though he isn�t sure. His words also seem to convey that he believes that Jesus threw everything out of balance, (Flannery O�Connor uses this to show the world is out of balance). His whole battle with whether Jesus created a chance for redemption seems to be based on the fact that He needed to see in order to believe it. His uncertainty seems to bring him much �pain�. It is at this instance in the story, when the Misfit confesses his need for grace that the grandmother becomes unselfish and reaches out to him. And in that moment she receives her grace, which is shown by her selflessness and movement toward becoming "a good woman". 

The act of the grandmother threw things �off balance� once again. The Misfit doesn�t accept her adoption. The Misfit has to this point communicated his "goodness", but the adoption that the grandmother attempts to faciliate has moved him to violence, rather than to a better man. 

But the transformation that has taken place in the grandmother�s life does not go unnoticed by the misfit: �She would have been a good woman, if it had somebody to shoot her every minute of her life.� He alludes to the fact that she behaved much better while under the threat of violence, rather than being free to act without threat of violence. The outcome of the meeting was two fold, however, the grandmother was changed, but it also changed the misfit. �With one brutal stroke God�s Grace is shown to cut both ways, causing both characters to come face to face with God�s mercy� (O�Connor). The misfit�s final statement hints at the road that he will take after this occurrence: �It�s no real pleasure in life.� 

THE MISFIT'S PREDICAMENT
The misfit seemed to know more than the grandmother knew about religion and the belief system. But he had the same problem that is a predicament of today�s world too, it is that there is no physical evidence of anything beyond what is evident around us. The misfit�s complain is: �ain�t a cloud in the sky�, �turn to the right��. It is just a leap of faith that we, like the misfit must accept. 

The story brings to light the under lying problem of the misfit and the world. The misfit is like the unbeliever who has not yet accepted the �word� on faith and the grandmother signifies an attempt to answer the questions that need to be asked in order for complete acceptance to take place.
