“The Bound Man”
Discussion Questions for Paideia

The Paideia Seminar is a conversation conducted in an orderly manner by a leader who acts as moderator. It is a discussion that focuses on stories, poems, plays or other products of human art; a joint search in which ideas in a text are clarified and in which something new and unexpected is discovered; and a discussion in which both teachers and students sit so that they can face one another as they talk.
1. Reminders

a. Listen; You Don’t Need To Speak

b. Use People’s Names

c. Respect the Conversation

d. You Don’t Need To Raise Your Hands

e. Refer to the Text

f. I’ll Keep Track of Comments / Rubric

g. Be prepared. This means reading the "text" closely, taking notes, and forming questions. Outline each section and have the outline in front of you.

h. Be courteous. There will be no put-downs and no sarcasm.

i. Allow the speaker enough time to begin and finish his/her thoughts. (Do not be afraid of silence---this usually means thinking is occurring.)

j. Bring others into the discussion and ask others to elaborate on their responses.

2. Everyone has a copy of the text
3. Set a Personal Goal for the Seminar

4. Read Text Closely and Annotate – n/a
5. Read Out Loud Twice in Group – n/a
6. Opening Questions
a. Review the four interpretations given on page 371 of the text.  Decide for yourself which of the four seem the most likely and prepare a short statement of support.

7. Core Questions
a. What do the ropes represent in the story?  Is this an analogy to something greater?

b. What parts do the ropes play in the bound man’s characterization?  Why is he never given a name?

c. How would you characterize this type of writing?  What part does the historical perspective play in both the style of the writing and its theme?

d. How does the tone of the story create conflict between the elements of reality and fantasy?

e. How is the use of a cycle, indicated by the seasons, used in the story?

f. Can man become so dependent on his limitations that the thought of total freedom fills him with dread?  Does man ever live in total freedom?

8. Closing Questions

a. Have you changed your mind about the interpretation you gave at the beginning of the seminar?
b. What did you learn during the course of the discussion?

9. Debriefing

a. Did you meet your personal goal during the seminar? / What will you work on next time?

b. Was there anything about the seminar that bothered you?

c. What could we do to improve the seminar?

d. What will you remember about the seminar?
